Newsletter 3/2019

Esteemed reader!
This is our third Report about activities and plans of the East Asia Resource Library
(EARL), published for the attention of the institutions, participating in the EARL, and for
information to all our users who have enjoyed the EARL thus far – and hopefully will
continue to do so in the future.
The present issue has the following sections:
-

A word from the Management
Main activities since the last publication of the Newsletter
Introducing new chapter: recognising support from our partners
Publications of the EARL-ers
Announcement of the EARL Day 2019

We hope you will enjoy the Newsletter and will continue to contribute to the EARL. As
always, we stand at your disposal for whatever inquiry you may have. Addresses of EARLers responsible for the functioning of our joint institution are listed on our webpage, which
is at https://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/en/library/earl.
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A Word from the Management
Dear Contributing Institutions, Readers, Friends of the EARL!
The year 2019 has been an exciting one, indeed. Since the establishment of the EARL,
there has never been a year so full of activities of relevance to Slovenia, the region, and
beyond. We have detailed all of them in the report, so let us mention but a few of them: an
exposition dedicated to Alma Karlin, a world traveller who connected Slovenia to East
Asia; the organisation of a major conference in co-operation with the National Central
Library, our trusted partner and contributor to the Taiwan Research Centre for Chinese
Studies at the EARL. Last but not least, this Newsletter is being issued at the time when
we are ready to begin our conference The EARL Day.
The event, which will take place on 19 December, 2019, is of particular importance to us.
The EARL Day has been designated as an event, supported by the University of Ljubljana
in the framework of its 100th Anniversary, which is celebrated all-year long. We are
immensely proud to have such a privilege. We congratulate to the University of Ljubljana
to its birthday and we trust in our prosperity under its leadership.
The EARL Day is important for one more thing. The EARL-ers, headed by Professors
Bekeš, Rošker and Šabič, have joined forces and published a comprehensive
interdisciplinary study of East Asia. This is the first-ever such book in the Slovenian
language. It is the first scientific publication, which resulted from co-operation among
scholars who participate in the EARL and other experts in the field. We do hope that there
will be more such efforts in the future. For those of you who are interested in details of the
book, feel free to enter here. The book can be read and downloaded freely.
We have further increased our research team. Kang Byoung Yoong has joined us, and in
this way the Korean participation in the EARL has been strengthened. We have welcomed
him on board during our spring meeting.
Our travels to East Asia continue to be intensive. China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan are
our regular destinations. New contacts, new ideas, new contributions are being conceived
during those travels and research stays.
What lies ahead of us? Certainly more challenges than in the past. The EARL is at the
turning point. It has grown tremendously. This issue is bigger than the earlier one –
though we have deliberately restricted ourselves not to put our entire annual production
here. The EARL continues to grow and we are pleased to see its progress. What we see
ahead of us, however, is a considerable hurdle: to make this institution acceptable and
desirable not just beyond the walls of the University, but also in the wider society. We are
looking for new partners, those that would allow us to grow faster to fulfil our vision – to
remain in the core of the infrastructure for studying and researching East Asia, not only
in Slovenia, but also regionally. To be seen as indispensable not only for the Faculty of
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Arts and Faculty of Social Sciences, the co-founders of the EARL, not only for the
University of Ljubljana, of whose Rector the EARL is privileged to enjoy such warm
support, but for the wider society. Once we have accomplished this, we will not look back
ever again. We are confident in what we are doing, and we know we can do it. If anything,
the three-year-long history has shown that we are not afraid of challenges. As one
colleague has said the other day: “When you guys started this idea, I thought it would
never be even remotely possible to materialise it. I was wrong.” We will do our utmost best
to continue to prove that doubters should switch sides.
Thank you for your support!
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Highlights from 2019
Nina Pejič speaking at the Forum on the Belt and Road in Hangzhou,
People's Republic of China
Nina Pejič (pictured below, at
the podium), researcher at the
Faculty of Social Sciences and
the EARL, has opened up a
range of 2019 activities by
holding a talk in Hangzhou,
which addressed the »Boosting
the cooperation in 16+1« at the
'2nd International Youth Belt
and Road Forum: The Central
and
Eastern
European
perspective'. She presented
seven main challenges to the
existing cooperation in the
framework of the 16+1
Platform, which gathers China and 16 countries from Central and Eastern Europe (among
those also Slovenia). Following the proverbial »if we challenge convention, we can solve
any problem«, Ms Pejič continued with analysing the possible solutions for the mentioned
issues, which were further discussed with the participants and designated discussants at
the panel. The conference, which took place in Hangzhou, is an annual event gathering
young professionals from the 16+1 countries under the auspices of the Zhejiang
University, Academy of International Strategy and Law, People’s Republic of China.

Jana S. Rošker and Téa Sernelj at the Taipei National Central Library
Professor Jana S. Rošker and lect. Téa Sernelj, PhD, have been visiting researchers at the
Taipei National Central Library from 12 January until 1 March. In this period, they have
been working on the Chiang Ch’ing-Kuo research project Modern and Contemporary
Taiwanese Philosophy, RG004-U-17, (2018–2021, project leader Professor Jana S. Rošker).
The main goal of the project is to systematically introduce the work of Taiwanese
philosophers to the European (especially Central European) academic public and spread
their most important achievements, along with their contributions in the field of
contemporary philosophical theory. In these two months, the project collaborator Téa
Sernelj has been working on her book on the axiological aesthetics in the work of Xu
Fuguan, who belongs to the most important modern Taiwanese theoreticians. In this
research period, the project leader Jana S. Rošker has completed three original academic
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articles. The first one is entitled From Li Zehou to Kant and Back or the Precarious
Relation between Apriorism and Empiricism. It will be published in the anthology “Beyond
Comparison – Chinese Philosophy, Western Approaches” by the State University of New
York Press in the beginning of 2020 (Editors: Paul D’Ambrosio and Geir Sigurdsson). The
second one is entitled “The Metaphysical Style and the Structural Coherence of Names in
Neo-Daoism” and will appear (likewise in the beginning of 2020) as a part of the Dao
Companion on Neo-Daoism at Brill (Editor: David Chai). The third one is entitled “New
Systems of Chinese Thought in Taiwan and Mainland China: Chen Lai’s and Li Zehou’s
Upgrading of Mou Zongsgan’s Ontology” and is currently under review at the journal
Asian Philosophy (Taylor & Francis).

The interior of the National Central Library (via google.com)

Days of Korean Studies 2019
On 28 February and 14 March 2019, the EARL hosted Days of Korean Studies at the
Faculty of Social Sciences, organized by Centre for Korean Studies, Department of Asian
Studies, and the Faculty of Arts. First day students and visitors listened to two interesting
lectures: first was held by Dr. Chikako Shigemori Bučar on Korean and Korea-related
picture -postcards currently archived in the Republic of Slovenia. Next was a lecture by
Dr. Codruta Sintionean (Head of Department of Korean Studies, Babeş-Bolyai University,
Romania) on the topic of Overcoming Patriarchy in South Korean Society, which resulted
in a lively debate among students. The second day was dedicated to Traditional and
Modern Philosophy (Confucianism) in Korea. Lecture on influence of Confucianism on
modern South Korea was held by visiting Korean Philosopher Chungwoo Choi; Jana S.
Rošker spoke on traditional Confucianism.
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Participants at the Days of Korean Studies at the EARL

Nina Pejič at the DLD Munich Conference: Rising Asia and the Role of
Europe in the Changing World
Nina Pejič participated at the annual DLD Munich Conference (Digital, Life, and Design)
which took place in Germany between 19 and 21 January, 2019. The conference explores
how the digital age fundamentally changes our lives, society and business. Founded in
2005, DLD developed into an interdisciplinary, internationally connected platform for
professionals in the creative fields, research, business and media. The conference went
under this year’s official title "Optimism and Courage", and discussed the concept of trust,
global connectivity and exchange of ideas, new technological possibilities and artificial
intelligence, food and environment, cyber security and data privacy. Among others, the
conference has been constantly devoting the attention to the issue of rising Asia and the
role of Europe in a changing world. DLD Munich has been declared as “one of the two most
important innovation conferences in Europe” by The Economist. Happening shortly before
the World Economic in Davos, the conference attracted more than 150 speakers and 800
attendees.

Chikako Shigemori Bučar at the Network Meeting for Japanese Studies
in Central-Eastern Europe
Dr. Chikako Shigemori Bučar attended the Network Meeting for Japanese Studies in
Central-Eastern Europe, which was held by the Japan Foundation Budapest between 2
and 3 February, 2019. Professors of the following universities gathered and discussed
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actual topics in the field of Japanese Studies: Sofia University (Bulgaria), Juraj Dobrila
University of Pula (Croatia), University of Warsaw (Poland), University of Belgrade
(Serbia), Charles University in Prague (Czech Republic), University of Bucharest
(Romania), ELTE, Karoli Gaspar University of Reformed Church and Budapest Business
School (Hungary), University of East Anglia (UK), and University of Ljubljana. In her
talk, dr. Shigemori Bučar presented the recent activities in the field of Japanese Studies
and the EARL in Ljubljana. Together with the representatives of JSPS (Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science) and Japan Foundation, current needs of students, Studies of
Japan in relation with Asian regional studies, JF Budapest’s project “Travelling Lectures”
and other possible ways of cooperation were discussed.

Meeting of the Network in Budapest

Andrej Bekeš gave a Keynote Lecture on “‘The Last Lesson’ – ‘The First
Lesson’ and the Lesson about the Importance of Mother Language” at the
International Mother Language Day commemorative symposium at the
University of Tsukuba, Japan
The International Mother Language Day (observed worldwide annually, on 21 February)
commemorative symposium was organized jointly by the University of Tsukuba, Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences, and the CEGLOC FD Committee. Professor Bekeš
delivered his lecture in English. Through the experiences of the forced assimilation in
Slovene Littoral region under Italian occupation (1918-1943), he stressed the universal
value of preserving and developing indigenous languages.
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An Invited Guest Lecture by Jana S. Rošker at the Department of
Philosophy at the Vienna University
The lecture by Professor Rošker, attended by more than 100 people, entitled “Gegensatz
und Widerspruch im Spiegel der komparativen Philosophie: Ein Vergleich der
dialektischen Modelle Nishida Kitarōs und Mou Zongsans” (Opposition and Contradiction:
a Comparison between the Dialectical Models Nishida’s Kitaro and Mou Zongsan’s), was
held on 28 March.
Against the background of a general reflection on the central methodological problems
faced by all researchers in comparative transcultural philosophy, this presentation has
first addressed some problems linked to the incommensurability of different culturally
conditioned philosophical frameworks. On this basis, Professor Rošker has exposed the
importance of modern Taiwanese philosophical discourses for the development of new
theoretical models.
She briefly outlined the specificities of the general traditional Chinese referential
framework which has been – inter alia – created in Taiwan and which has significantly
influenced most East Asian philosophies. These differences have then been concretely
treated through the optics of the concept of nonbeing or absence (wu, mu 無) and the selfnegation of the moral self, based on philosophical essays by two theoreticians who are
among the most important and influential East Asian philosophers of the 20th century.
These are the founder of the Japanese Kyoto School Nishida Kitaro (1870-1945) on the one
hand, and the main representative of the 2nd generation of Taiwanese Modern
Confucianism, Mou Zongsan (1909-1995) on the other.
Based on the differences between the referential frameworks of the prevailing streams in
the European and the East Asian philosophies respectively, the lecture has first briefly
introduced the main features defining two concrete modern East Asian systems of
dialectical development. These are Nishida Kitaro’s model of Basho dialectics on the one
hand, and Mou Zongsan’s model of the self-negation of the moral self on the other. In the
next step, the lecturer has briefly analysed these two dialectical models by means of a
contrastive comparison. In conclusion, the lecture has shown that a comparison between
these two models of “practical dialectics” is fruitful: although it does not lead to a genuine
“unity of oppositions”, it points to the manifold possibilities of creating different models of
dialectical thought as such. In this sense, it comprises a shift of perspective, based upon a
sublation of previous modes of perception. Such alternations of horizons that go beyond
the common views of the laws and paths of reasoning are always a precious tool of
philosophical reasoning, because they not only point to additional, different methods of
perceiving and interpreting our complex reality, but also represent an indispensable
precondition of any philosophical innovations or new insights.
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Professor Rošker during her talk

Public Lectures on the Japanese Economic and Business Environment
From 27 to 29 March 2019, a public lecture series on economic activity and business
environment in Japan were held for the second year in a row under the auspices of the
Department for Asian studies – Japanese studies and the EARL. The participants had the
honour of being addressed by the Ambassador of Japan in Slovenia, His Excellency Mr.
Masaharu Yoshida.
Participants followed very interesting lectures on doing business with Japanese
companies, cross-cultural differences and the importance of knowledge about Japanese
culture and customs, needed for a successful business cooperation. As mayor of
municipality Kočevje, Dr Vladimir Prebilič, presented the success story, from initial
challenges and obstacles to today’s business success and growth of the Japanese company
Yaskawa, the world's largest manufacturer of industrial robots. Personal experiences of
doing business with Japanese companies were presented also by the Director General of
Helios, David Kubala. He outlined the structure of Japanese businesses and ways of doing
business with the Japanese. Mr. Gregor Omahen, project manager at ELES, shared his
experience working with Japanese partners in the NEDO project, emphasizing the
importance of gaining the trust of Japanese partners and overcoming communication
barriers and cross-cultural differences. Everyone agreed that it takes a lot of patience and
persistence and that it is extremely important to gain trust by the Japanese partners.
Furthermore, one has to adapt to their business environment, customs and practices.
Friday's lectures were highly informative for Japan Studies students, as former students
of the Asian Studies Department discussed about their work experiences after graduation,
notably in tourism, language teaching, interpretation and translation, as well as
characteristics of Japanese as tourists and the specifics of doing business with them.
Students were advised to make the most out of the knowledge they gain during their
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studies, and to upgrade it with the studies or exchange abroad. They warned the students
about pitfalls they could face in the labour market and gave them many useful tips for the
time after finishing their studies.

Chikako Shigemori Bučar and HE Ambassador Yoshida

Guest Lecture on the Sino-American Competition in the Indo-Pacific and
Cross-Strait Relations
On 8 April 2019, Professor Wen-cheng Lin of National Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan,
visited Ljubljana. Dr. Wen-cheng Lin is Professor in the Institute of China and Asia-Pacific
Studies in National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU), Chairman of the Taiwan Society of
Japan Studies, and President of the Foundation on Asia-Pacific Peace Studies. In his
lecture he outlined main characteristics of the current relations between the United States
and People’s Republic of China with the emphasis on the recent evolvements surrounding
the trade limitations between both countries, as well as the history of both power’s
involvement in Cross-Strait issue.

Lecture by Jana S. Rošker on Theoretical Foundations of East Asian
Modernization and the Philosophical Dialogues between Taiwan and
Japan: a Comparison between the Dialectical Models of Nishida Kitaro
and Mou Zongsan
On 3 April 2019, Professor Jana S. Rošker gave a lecture titled "Theoretical Foundations
of East Asian Modernization and the Philosophical Dialogues between Taiwan and Japan:
a Comparison between the Dialectical Models of Nishida Kitaro and Mou Zongsan" that
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was a part of EARL's program of public lectures for the centenary of the University of
Ljubljana and the Faculty of Arts.
Professor Rošker addressed the two most important East Asian philosophers of the 20th
century: Nishida Kitaro and Mou Zongsan. Based on the introduction of the most
important characteristics of the specific referential frameworks defining East Asian
philosophical theories, the lecture offered a contrasting analysis of their particular
dialectical models. Despite the manifold differences between them, a comparison between
these two models of “practical dialectics” is fruitful, for it points to an important method
offered by new approaches rooted in the so-called philosophy of sublation. Although it does
not lead to a genuine “unity of oppositions”, it points to the manifold possibilities of
creating different models of dialectical thought as such. In this sense, it comprises a shift
of perspective, based upon a sublation of previous modes of perception. Such alternations
of horizons that go beyond the common views of the laws and paths of reasoning are always
a precious tool of philosophical thought, because they not only point to additional, different
methods of perceiving and interpreting our complex reality, but also represent an
indispensable precondition of any philosophical innovations.

Lecture by Nataša Vampelj Suhadolnik - Collective Culture and East
Asian Collections in Slovenia
On 17 April 2019, Professor Nataša Vampelj Suhadolnik gave a lecture titled “Collective
Culture and East Asian Collections in Slovenia”, introducing East Asian collections in
Slovenia, which are scattered in various museums and academic institutions. According
to the current identification, there are thirteen East Asian collections, which were brought
or sent to Slovenia by travellers, missionaries, maritime traders and others who travelled
to East Asia in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
With only a few minor exceptions, the vast majority of these objects are stored in museum
depositories, where they continue to live their “dormant life”. Even though some of these
collections and objects have been the subject of research in recent years, a comprehensive,
in-depth study and analysis has yet to be undertaken. Therefore, in addition to the
systematic introduction of the East Asian collection, the lecture will also highlight the
specific position of the Slovene territory in the history of Euro-Asian cultural connections
and thus try to reconstruct intercultural contacts between Slovenia and East Asia.
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Lecture by Andrej Bekeš on Writing in the East and West from the
Linguistic Perspective
On 8 May, 2019, Professor
Andrej Bekeš gave a talk
on Writing in the East and
West from the Linguistic
Perspective. The lecture
was part of EARL's
program of public lectures
for the centenary of the
University of Ljubljana.
He believes that there are
many misleading notions
concerning writing in East
Asia. In this lecture, he
introduced main writing
systems
and
orthographies from East Asia from the point of view of fundamental linguistic notions,
namely the relation of written signs of a writing system with linguistic units. At the
secondary level, he touched on some orthography rules. Comparing differences between
Slovene and Serbo-Croat orthography, he showed that there are some affinities between
certain orthographic rules in Slovene and certain properties of Chinese writing.

Lecture by Saša Istenič Kotar on ‘Taiwan – between Prospects and
Uncertainty’
The lecture held by Dr. Saša Istenič
Kotar on 22 May 2019, addressed
the international position of
Taiwan. On one hand, Taiwan has
to deal with the so-called One
China policy conducted by the
People's Republic of China (PRC).
The latter considers Taiwan as part
of its territory. At the same time,
Taiwan
bears
considerable
significance for the United States,
as Washington envisions its
sustained role and influence in the
East Asian region.
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In this regard, the future of Taiwan is all but certain. Overwhelming majority of the
Taiwanese prefer to maintain the current status quo, as it enables peace, de facto
independence from the PRC and further development of democracy and dynamic economy.
Any conflict arising from the tensions in the region and challenging the balance of power
respectively would have serious consequences, not only for Taiwan, but also for the
international economy and, in particular, for political stability in East Asia.

Researching the Role of the North Adriatic Ports in the Belt and Road
Initiative
Dr. Helena Motoh (Science and Research Centre Koper)
and Nina Pejič (Centre of International Relations at the
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana) are
finalising the project in collaboration of both research
centres titled “The Role of North Adriatic Ports”. The
project inspects the group of ports gathered in the North
Adriatic Ports Association (NAPA – consisting of Port
Koper, Port Trieste, Port Venice, Port Ravenna and Port Rijeka) and their role in the
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative. The results of the analysis will be presented in a book
format and published in English and Chinese language in autumn 2019.
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Professor Jana S. Rošker receives an
Honorary Membership of the European
Association for Chinese Philosophy
Professor Jana S. Rošker, one of the founders of the EARL,
received a special recognition of her academic work. At this
year’s conference of the European Association for Chinese
Philosophy (EACP - https://ea-cp.eu), which took place in
Ghent, she was the first to be awarded an Honorary
Membership of the Association. Professor Rošker plays a
distinct part in the life of the EACP, being inter alia its
President in the 2014-2016 term.
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The Presentation of the EARL: East Asia Resource Library in EAAA
Bulletin
Professor Zlatko Šabič and Mirjam Kotar,
MSc, have published an article in EAAA
Bulletin No. 3 entitled "The EARL: East
Asia Resource Library".
The article deals with the beginnings,
every involving activities of the EARL,
describes all four corners (Korea Corner,
Japan Corner, Taiwan Resource Centre
for Chinese Studies and China Corner
Reading Beijing) and in the end answers
the question "What is the vision for the
EARL?"
The article is available on the following link.

Andrej Bekeš - the Project Director of the 3rd EAJS Conference in Japan
The event was organised jointly by the European Association for Japanese Studies and
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba, between 14 and 15
September, 2019.
As the president of European Association for Japanese Studies, Professor Bekeš was the
project director of “The 3rd EAJS Conference in Japan.” In his role, together with the local
organizers, he was responsible for the organization of the conference, the most widely
attended among the three EAJS conferences in Japan, with almost 250 presentations.

Professor Bekeš with participants at the conference
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International Symposium: From Centre to Periphery: Collecting Chinese
Objects in Comparative Perspective
Between 19 and 22 September 2019, Dr. Nataša Vampelj Suhadolnik organised the
International Symposium “From Centre to Periphery: Collecting Chinese Objects in
Comparative Perspective” in the Slovene Ethnographic Museum (SEM). The symposium
was organized within the framework of the project East Asian Collections in Slovenia (J79429), and was funded by the Slovenian Research Agency and the Chiang Ching-kuo
Foundation.
The symposium was conceived as a response to the challenge of situating the history of
the collecting of Chinese and other East Asian objects, and of their cultural connotations
in the global context. The collections of Central and Eastern European regions and the
interconnection of such collections at the periphery with the major collections in larger
centres were the focus of the symposium. This could further shed light on the
understanding of the orientalist discourses in areas that were not part of the former
colonial centres.
Two keynote speakers, most renowned scholars in the field have been invited. Dr. Stacey
Pierson, Reader in the History of Chinese Ceramics at the Department of Art and
Archaeology at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and Dr.
Hans Bjarne Thomsen, Professor and Chair for East Asian Art History at the Institute of
Art History at the University of Zurich.
The symposium programme also included workshops on four different themes, led by
renowned experts in the field:
-

Katherine Anne Paul: Buddhist and Other Religious Statues at the Slovene
Ethnographic Museum
Helen Wang: Chinese Numismatic Collection of the Slovene Ethnographic
Museum
Stacey Pierson: East Asian Ceramics and Porcelain at the National Museum of
Slovenia)
Richard van Alphen and Chou Wei-chiang: Database, Digitalisation and
Visualisation of Chinese Collections.

Exhibition on Alma Karlin and East Asia and detailed catalogue in
cooperation with Chikako Shigemori Bučar and Nataša Vampelj
Suhadolnik
Barbara Trnovec, curator of Alma Karlin Collection at the Celje Regional Museum in
cooperation with the Project VAZ Group members organised a major Exhibition on Alma
Karlin and East Asia and published the detailed catalogue. The exhibition on Alma Karlin
and East Asia, on display in Celje Regional Museum, from 16 Oct 2019 to 31 May 2020, is
intended to commemorate the 130th anniversary of Alma’s birth and the centenary of her
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departure on a journey around the world. Members of the Project VAZ Group (East Asian
Collections in Slovenia), to which Chikako and Nataša belong, have prepared catalogue
“Asia utterly bewitched me” with detailed description of Alma Karlin`s journey in East
Asia and objects that she brought from China, Japan and Korea. For details, see
https://knjigarna.ff.uni-lj.si/si/kategorija/1317/azijske-studije/.

Alma M. Karlin with her collection (source: Department of Manuscripts, National and University
Library, Slovenia)

Chikako Shigemori Bučar Presenting in Vienna
Chikako Shigemori Bučar and Yoshimi Ogawa from the Yokohama National University
had a lecture to report about the Japanese Language Teaching between two World Wars:
DoCyong-Ho, Oka Masao and A. Slawik, at the 32nd International Conference on Japanese
Language Teaching. The event took place at the University of Vienna on 6 and 7
September 2019.

Public Lectures Series by Ildiko Maria Farkas
Between 8 and 10 October 2019, Dr. Ildiko Maria Farkas, Associate Professor (Institute of
Oriental Languages and Cultures, Department of Japanese Studies, Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church) held
a set of public lectures at the Department of Asian Studies at the Faculty of Arts. Series
consisted of lectures on:
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-

The Japanese civilization
The Japanese civilization. What is civilization, culture, cultural identity? The
geographical, social and cultural factors that shaped the Japanese civilization.
Outline of Japanese history with references to the legacy of the different history
periods.

-

Japanese modernity
The different concepts and terminology of the issues: modernization, culture,
civilization, tradition. The special features of Japanese modernity. The intellectual
development of the Edo period and the formation of the Meiji ideology. The ideology
of Meiji Ishin. Westernization vs traditionalism? The role of cultural
heritage/cultural identity. Invented traditions – or modernization with cultural
identity/traditions? "Asian modernity", Asian capitalism. Confucianism as East
Asian cultural heritage. Multiple modernities.

-

The imperial system of Japan
The emperor and imperial system of Japan. The early modern origins (Edo-period)
of the modern imperial system of Japan. The evolution of the modern emperor
system in the 18-19th centuries in Japan and its history in the 20th century.
(‘Tradition and modernity')

-

Intellectual development in the 18-19th centuries
The legacy of the Edo period (premodern or early modern period?) – early modern
development (economic, intellectual, cultural, political, social). Edo period – early
modern. Its characteristics, economic, social, intellectual development. Edo
development: economic development (proto-industrialization), urban development,
social changes: village communities, samurai lifestyle and bushido, urban life, the
IE system. The foundation of modern Japan – cultural heritage. Kokugaku:
defining identity. Defining cultural identity (kokugaku) – texts of the discourses of
identity. The Meiji ideology based on Edo cultural legacy.

Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences at K. Gáspár University of the Reformed Church
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Successful International Conference "Taiwanese Philosophy and the
Preservation of Confucian Tradition" – in co-operation of the Centre for
Chinese Studies, EARL and Department of Asian Studies at the Faculty
of Arts
The international Conference on "Taiwanese Philosophy and the Preservation of
Confucian Tradition" took place between 16 and 17 October 2019 in Ljubljana. Dr. Tseng
Shu-hsien, Director-General of the National Central Library, attended the conference,
which enjoyed the keynote speech by Professor Dr. Huang Kuan-min, a researcher at the
Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy (Academia Sinica). His address was titled
“Dissemination and Reterritorialization: Mou Zong-san, Tang Jun-yi, and Refreshment of
Contemporary Confucian Philosophy”. Participants were greeted by Professor Jana S.
Rošker (Project Director and chief organizer of the conference) and Professor Zlatko Šabič,
Director-General of the EARL.
Throughout the two-day program, participants addressed the key issues in the field of
philosophy originating from the region. They explored trends in the philosophical
tradition: both the Chinese cultural tradition with an emphasis on Confucianism, as well
as new philosophical methodologies and systems that contributed to philosophical
development and discourse in Asia as a whole. At the same time, especially in the second
part of the conference program, they also focused on the modern dynamics of relations
between different actors in East Asia.
The conference was co-organized and co-funded by the Centre for Chinese studies at the
National Central Library in Taipei, a partner of the EARL, which hosts the Taiwan
Resource Centre for Chinese Studies. The financing was structured in the following way:
65% of the funds were provided by the Center for Chinese studies in Taipei, and 35% were
provided by the University of Ljubljana and the Slovene National Research Agency
(ARRS), mostly in the framework of the research program group “Asian Languages and
Cultures” P6-0243.
The invited speakers belong to the most renewed experts on the conference topic in
Taiwan, broader East Asian region, Europe and the USA. Their profound and broad
expertise has immensely contributed to the overall success of the conference.
The PDF version of the conference booklet containing the full conference program, the
introductory address by all events, as well as the abstracts, papers and contact addresses
of all participants can be found here.
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Participants at the conference

Secretary-General of the National Assembly of Korea visited EARL
On 12 October 2019, the
Secretary-General of the
National Assembly of the
Republic of Korea, Mr Yoo
In-tae visited the EARL.
He was presented with the
development of the EARL
and
the
paths
of
cooperation
with
Slovenian and Korean
universities and research
institutions.
Mr
Yoo
expressed his delight at having the Korea Corner in East Asia Resource Library in
Slovenia.
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Guest Lecture by Dr. Yuka Kadoi on ‘Persia and China on the Blue and
White Road’
On 23 October 2019, the Faculty of Arts hosted Dr. Yuka
Kadoi, a historian of Islamic and Asian art, currently
running an FWF-sponsored project on the history and
historiography of Persian art in the early 20th century at
the Institute of Art History, University of Vienna. In his
illustrated lecture, Dr. Yuka Kadoi revisited the issue of
cultural transfer along the blue and white road by
looking at the key phases of ceramic production as well
as artistic creativity and mercantile rivalry between
Persia and China. The lecture presented the story of the blue-painted white porcelain that
was imported from China to the Persian world of West Asia (modern-day Iran and West
Central Asia) since the early fourteenth century. While it gained a certain popularity as a
collectable and displayable item across the Islamic world, was Chinese blue-and-white
porcelain trading in one direction only (i.e. from China to Persia) or in both directions (i.e.
between China and Persia)? If it was travelling in both directions, how did Persian potters
respond to the beauty of porcelain, a cultural product that was unable to produce in West
Asia due to the lack of material? More information about the lecturer is available here.

Japan Foundation Opens up Opportunities: Lecture by Ms Sanae Tada
On 21 October 2019, the EARL hosted Ms Sanae Tada, Director of the Japan Foundation's
Budapest division, who presented Japan Foundation's activities and opportunities that it
offers to students, lecturers, researchers and artists.
Ms Tada highlighted the organizational structure of the Japan Foundation as a whole, as
well as its branch in Budapest. This was followed by the presentation of current activities
and opportunities within the Japan Foundation that include opportunities for student
exchanges, research, study and arts scholarships, as well as workshops in the fields of
Japanese studies, Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts. You can learn more about these
opportunities by visiting the Japan Foundation website.
The Japan Foundation is the only Japanese institution dedicated to implementing
comprehensive cultural exchange programs worldwide. It is also one of the organizations
that supports the operation of the EARL.
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Ms Sanae Tada

Book Exhibition Accompanying the »Taiwanese Philosophy and the
Preservation of Confucian Tradition« International Conference
Between 21 and 26 October
2019, a book exhibition took
place at the EARL. Presented at
the opening by Professors Jana
S. Rošker and Zlatko Šabič, the
exhibited books were donated
by the National Central Library
from Taiwan. Corresponding to
the
six
topics
of
the
International
Conference,
“Taiwanese Philosophy and the
Preservation
of
Confucian
Tradition” the 124 academic
books published in the past 10 years on display at the exhibition are divided into seven
categories. They are: The Great Master of Taiwanese philosophy, Studies of Daoist
Philosophy, Taiwanese Philosophy from Broader East Asian Perspectives, Confucianism
in Modern Taiwan, Discourses on Politics of Taiwan and Politics about Taiwan, Studies
on Taiwanese Philosophy from a Global Perspective, and Religion, Ethics and Culture.
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Klara Hrvatin's lecture on ‘The Art Movements that Shaped Japanese
Post-war Art’
On 30 October 2019, the EARL hosted Dr.
Klara Hrvatin from the Faculty of Arts. She
gave a lecture titled “The art movements
that shaped Japanese post-war art”, which
put in its focus the previously neglected
fields of post-war Japanese art and art
movements that started to attract the
attention of art critics and others at the
beginning of the 21st century. As an
introductory lecture on the subject of postwar art movements, the lecture provided a
brief outline of post-war art movements in
Japan and highlighted the Sōgetsu art
movement (1958-1971), which proved to be one of the key junctions in a wide range of
Japanese avant-garde art. Beginning in the early 1960s, it provided a rich experimental
and innovative platform for Japanese artists and made it possible to interact more closely
with Western avant-garde artists.
The lecture gave an insight into 1) political impulses of the period supported by the
movement, including the ANPO political protest, 2) the first traces of Japanese musical
avant-garde art - the Experimental Workshop and its comparison with the Sōgetsu
movement, 3) the main representatives of the movement, in particularly the three key
figures which were responsible for film production - film director Hiroshi Tehigahara,
novelist Kōbō Abe and composer Tōru Takemitsu, as well as major foreign artists who had
a significant influence on the movement, 4) the Sōgetsu Art Center as a common space for
the Sōgetsu movement (while in the same building also Sōgetsu ikebana school had its
place under the auspices of Sōfu Teshigahara, 5) the main activities that took place in the
Sōgetsu Center; mainly from the fields of jazz and contemporary music, experimental film
and animation.

EARL Delegation Attends Bilateral Forum: Society 5.0 in Slovenia – Next
Step
On 4 November 2019, the delegation of students and researchers from EARL attended the
Society 5.0 Bilateral forum in the Crystal Palace, hosted by the Embassy of Japan and the
Slovenia-Japan Business Council.
The Society 5.0 is a concept, developed by Japan, based on human-centric Artificial
Intelligence, using advanced technological solutions to tackle key social and economic
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issues, for the greater benefit of everyone. This event was dedicated to taking the next
step towards achieving such a society in Slovenia, through cooperation with Japan.
Speakers presented theoretical basis for Society 5.0 and practical solutions that could be
applied in Slovenia, particularly ride-sharing in villages, upgrading the transport system
and the machinery used by farmers to achieve a smooth transition to Society 5.0 even in
the agricultural sector, which is crucial for Slovenia.
In order for the concept to succeed, an expert team was proposed, which would identify
target business ecosystems that would then be upgraded to fit the Society 5.0 model as
was carried out in Japan, but tailored to Slovenia. The forum launched the discussion
around actual and practical implementation of the concept.

Lecture by Nataša Visočnik on »Immigration in Japan: Labour Shortages
and Social Change«
On 6 November 2019, Dr. Nataša Visočnik gave
a lecture in the EARL titled “Immigration in
Japan: labour shortages and social change”. The
lecture took a look at the background of Japan’s
longstanding rejection of a foreign workforce,
and solutions that have been tried to address the
issue of labour shortages over the last few
decades. Japan has a population that is aging
very rapidly, and forecasts show the same trend
continuing. Consequently, the number of people
is decreasing, while the issue of labour shortages
is becoming ever more pressing, which brings many other problems to society. Despite the
fact that Japan has faced these issues for several decades, it has not been able to deal with
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them successfully, and both the political world and society in general avoids open discourse
on possible solutions. However, in 2018 the Japanese government was finally forced to
deal with labour shortages by loosening its strict immigration policy.

Special Lecture by the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea for UL
students
As part of the Korean Day event
on 8 November 2019, H.E. Mr.
Shin Chae-hyun came to the
Faculty of Arts to talk to
students about the current
diplomatic situation in South
Korea and how the international
community can work together to
address issues around North
Korea. In her introduction to the
special lecture, the head of the
Department of Asian Studies at
the Faculty of Arts, Dr. Nataša
Vampelj
Suhadolnik,
acknowledged the impact of the
EARL for both the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Social Sciences – since its launch,
the cooperation has already shown an impressive growth over the last few years.
After the special lecture, the attendees were served traditional Korean food in a Korean
manner. In the afternoon, the 7th Korean speech contest was held.

Jana S. Rošker's participation at the International Conference in Honour
of the 2570th Anniversary of Confucius and Sixth Congress of the
International Confucian Association in Beijing
From 15 November to 19 November 2019, the project director Jana S. Rošker participated
at the International conference in Honour of the 2570th Anniversary of Confucius and
Sixth Congress of the International Confucian Association in Beijing.
She delivered a plenary speech at the opening ceremony, which was attended by several
hundred scholars, presenting the importance of the Taiwanese Modern Confucians,
especially Mou Zongsan and Xu Fuguan, to the preservation of the Confucian
philosophical tradition through the lens of the question about the religious and
philosophical dimensions of Confucianism.
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Her plenary speech was entitled "Is Confucianism a Religion? Modern Confucian Theories
on the Ethical Nature of Classical Discourses."

There were over 500 scholars in the audience, listening to Professor Jana S. Rošker’s speech

Taiwan – a Trustworthy Partner for Slovenia
On the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the Center for Taiwan Studies at the Faculty of
Arts, a well-packed Room 34 enjoyed a dynamic talk, held by Ms Vanessa Yea-Ping Shih,
a representative of Taiwan. She addressed various aspects and opportunities for economic
co-operation between Slovenia and Taiwan. The lecture took place on 8 November 2019.

Neihu Technology Park in Taipei, Taiwan
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Lecture by Uroš Lipušček on “China between Hong Kong and the USA”
On 25 November 2019, EARL hosted Dr.
Uroš Lipušček, established Slovenian
journalist
and
current
foreign
correspondent of the RTV Slovenia from
Beijing.
In the public lecture, Dr. Lipušček
delivered an informative and narrative
presentation, as well as a thorough
analysis of the role of Chinese politics in
today's world, enriched by his own
experience of living in China for several
years and his personal insight into the
situation today and in the future.

Lectures by Zlatko Šabič at the Kyungpook National University
On 28 and 29 November 2019, Professor Zlatko Šabič and Maša Kolenbrand, MSc, formed
a delegation that visited Kyungpook National University (KNU), a strategic partner of the
University of Ljubljana. Prof. Šabič held two lectures for students and faculty at the
Department of Sociology and Department of Political Science at the KNU’s College of
Social Sciences. Lectures titled “Political Situation and Ethnic Relations in the Balkans”
and “The European Union: Process of Integration (Success and Pitfalls)” have addressed
the status quo that each in its own way, is experienced by former Yugoslav Republic,
especially Bosnia and Herzegovina on one hand, and the European Union on the other.
Professor Šabič had the privilege to be received by Professor Chaimun Lee, Dean of the
College of Social Sciences, who honoured the EARL with a lecture of his own a year ago.

Professor Zlatko Šabič, Professor Chaimun Lee, and Maša Kolenbrand
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Andrej Bekeš Completed the Tenure as a Visiting Researcher at the
National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics (NINJAL) in
Tokyo
During his one-year tenure (1 December 2018 – 30 November 2019) as a visiting
researcher, Professor Bekeš joined the research group of Professor Kei Ishiguro, analysing
the reflection of power relations in the Japanese crowdsourcing texts, soliciting work over
dedicated home-pages. Results of this research are to be published in March 2020 as a
monograph.

Exterior of the NINJAL

Lecture by Luka Culiberg at the EARL
On 4 December 2019, Dr. Luka
Culiberg held a lecture on "Samurai,
Confucianists,
gentlemen:
How
Japan
became
modern
while
inventing its tradition". In spite of
late hour and smaller audience,
Luka’s
lecture
on
“Invented
Tradition” was a fascinating tale
about mechanisms that transformed
Japanese society in the second half of
the
19th
century,
often
by
reformulating the past into an
invented
tradition
and
by
interpreting this tradition as an
historical continuity. A typical case in point is the so-called “Way of the Samurai”, or
bushido, which is basically a modern ideological invention based on the assumed samurai
ethics, intertwined with Chinese Confucian thought and the idea of an English gentleman.
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Lecture by Maja Veselič at the EARL
On 11 December 2019, Dr. Maja
Veselič delivered a lecture titled
“Transforming
Buddhist
Organisations through Disaster
Relief in Taiwan and Japan”,
which discussed the recent
developments
of
socially
engaged Buddhism in Taiwan
and
Japan
through
an
examination of the activities of
Buddhist
organisations
in
disaster relief and recovery over
the past two decades. Research
findings show that such
activities have resulted in the
redefinition of the relationship
between the state and religions in both societies, while also encouraging new reflections
on what it means to be a Buddhist or to practice Buddhism in the contemporary world.

EARL Partnerships in 2019
The third issue of our Newsletter introduces a new section, recognising and
thanking our partners for their continuous support. In this year they have again
endowed us with rich material, waiting to be explored by students, researchers and other
interested public.

In 2019, The China Corner Reading Beijing at EARL benefitted from the ongoing
Memorandum of understanding between the Capital Library of China and the University
of Ljubljana. 98 books were added to previous years’ extensive donations and access to
China Knowledge Resource Integrated Database (CNKI) was granted

29

The EARL was successful in applying for The Japan Foundation’s 2019 grant programme
Japanese Studies Overseas and Intellectual Exchange. The grant provided for the access
to JapanKnowledgeWeb database and purchase of 102 books for the Japan Corner at the
EARL. An application was also submitted for the 2020 grant programme. Additionally, 15
books for the Japan Corner were donated by Japan Publishing Industry Foundation for
Culture (JPIC) through the Japan Library Project, and an application for The Nippon
Foundation’s Read Japan donation of 100 books was approved.

The Korea Corner at the EARL was in part supported by the Korean Foundation’s Support
for Korean Studies e-Resources grant programme which contributed to the 2019 accession
of the DBpia and KRpia databases. Application was also submitted for the 2020 access to
these databases. As in the previous years, books were donated by the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea also in 2019 – up to now, the Embassy and the Korean Foundation have
contributed the Korean Corner with almost 350 books.

The Taiwan Resource Centre for Chinese Studies (TRCCS) at the EARL collaborated with
the National Central Library in Taiwan which in 2019 provided a donation of 176 books
for the TRCCS’s library collection. An additional donation was made for the book
exhibition accompanying the »Taiwanese Philosophy and the Preservation of Confucian
Tradition« International Conference held in October 2019.
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And … coming soon:

the EARL DAY, 2019!
The event is days away. We will report about it in our Newsletter 4 at the end of 2020.
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Published Works by EARL-ers (Selection)
BEKEŠ, Andrej. Kam so šle kitajske pismenke: modernizacija pisav na obrobju kitajskega
kulturnega kroga. In: BEKEŠ, Andrej (ed.), ROŠKER, Jana S. (ed.), ŠABIČ, Zlatko (ed.).
Procesi in odnosi v Vzhodni Aziji: zbornik EARL. 1. e-izd. Ljubljana: Znanstvena založba
Filozofske fakultete, 2019, p. 217-233.
ISTENIČ, Saša. Vzhodna Azija: ključni varnostno-politični izzivi. In: BEKEŠ, Andrej (ed.),
ROŠKER, Jana S. (ed.), ŠABIČ, Zlatko (ed.). Procesi in odnosi v Vzhodni Aziji : zbornik
EARL. 1. e-izd. Ljubljana: Znanstvena založba Filozofske fakultete, 2019, p. 409-425.
PEJIČ, Nina. The academic discourse of the rise of the superpowers: China. In:
PLEMENITAŠ, Katja (ed.). Words as a battlefield: persuasion in contemporary political
and media discourse: April 5-6, 2019, Faculty of Arts, University of Maribor.
PEJIČ, Nina. Razumevanje vzpona Kitajske v znanosti o mednarodnih odnosih. In:
BEKEŠ, Andrej (ed.), ROŠKER, Jana S. (ed.), ŠABIČ, Zlatko (ed.). Procesi in odnosi v
Vzhodni Aziji: zbornik EARL. 1. e-izd. Ljubljana: Znanstvena založba Filozofske fakultete,
2019, p. 337-356.
ROŠKER, Jana S. Modernization of Confucian Ontology in Taiwan and Mainland China.
Asian philosophy, ISSN 0955-2367, 2019, vol. 29, no. 1, 17.
ROŠKER, Jana S. Chinese theory of perception and the structural approach
tocomprehension. In: GLENNEY, Brian (ed.), SILVA, José Filipe (ed.). The senses and
thehistory of philosophy, (Rewriting the history of philosophy). 1st ed. London, New York:
Routledge. 2019, pp. 21-32.
ROŠKER, Jana S. Following his own path: Li Zehou and contemporary Chinese thought,
(SUNY series, Translating China). Albany: State University of New York, cop. 2019. 360p.
ROŠKER, Jana S. Pomen poznavanja kitajske idejne zgodovine za razumevanje sodobne
kitajske družbe: primer idejnega konstrukta ʺharmonijeʺ in njegove interpretacije na
kitajski celini ter na Tajvanu. In: BEKEŠ, Andrej (ed.), ROŠKER, Jana S. (ed.), ŠABIČ,
Zlatko (ed.). Procesi in odnosi v Vzhodni Aziji: zbornik EARL. 1. e-izd. Ljubljana:
Znanstvena založba Filozofske fakultete, 2019, p. 71-89.
CHANG, Mînyoung, SHIGEMORI BUČAR, Chikako. Korean orthography of loanwords
and spelling problems with proper nouns from Slovenia. Acta linguistica asiatica, 2019,
vol. 9, no. 2, p. 117-144.
SHIGEMORI BUČAR, Chikako. The Oldest Japanese Picture Postcards in Today’s
Slovenia. Ars & Humanitas, 13(1), 2019, p. 151-173.
SHIGEMORI BUČAR, Chikako. Picture Postcards Sent from Japan by Austro-Hungarian
Navy Members. Tabula, (16), 2019, p. 1-22.
SHIGEMORI BUČAR, Chikako. Japonščina v Sloveniji. Poti in stranpoti poučevanja tujih
jezikov v Sloveniji. Tatjana Balažic Bulc et al. (ed.) ZZFF, 2019. pp. 109-117.
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RYU, Hyeonsook, SHIGEMORI BUČAR, Chikako. Korejščina v Sloveniji. Poti in stranpoti
poučevanja tujih jezikov v Sloveniji. Tatjana Balažic Bulc et al. (ed.) ZZFF, 2019. pp. 131137. Univerza v Ljubljani.
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ŠABIČ, Zlatko. Regionalizem v Vzhodni Aziji : smer jug-vzhod. In: BEKEŠ, Andrej (ed.),
ROŠKER, Jana S. (ed.), ŠABIČ, Zlatko (ed.). Procesi in odnosi v Vzhodni Aziji : zbornik
EARL. 1. e-izd. Ljubljana: Znanstvena založba Filozofske fakultete, 2019, p. 359-386.
VAMPELJ SUHADOLNIK, Nataša. Zbirateljska kultura in vzhodnoazijske zbirke v
Sloveniji. In: BEKEŠ, Andrej (ed.), ROŠKER, Jana S. (ed.), ŠABIČ, Zlatko (ed.). Procesi in
odnosi v Vzhodni Aziji: zbornik EARL. 1. e-izd. Ljubljana: Znanstvena založba Filozofske
fakultete, 2019. p. 93-137.
VAMPELJ SUHADOLNIK, Nataša. Transmission of Han pictorial motifs into the
Western periphery: Fuxi and Nüwa in the Wei-Jin Mural Tombs in the Hexi corridor. In:
VAMPELJ SUHADOLNIK, Nataša (ed.). Meaning and transformation of Chinese
funerary art during the Han and Wei Jin Nanbei periods, (Asian studies, vol. 7 (23), p. 4786.
TRNOVEC, Barbara, VAMPELJ SUHADOLNIK, Nataša, VESELIČ, Maja, HRVATIN,
Klara, MOTOH, Helena, VISOČNIK, Nataša, SHIGEMORI BUČAR, Chikako, BERDAJS,
Tina. Azija me je povsem uročila: katalog občasne razstave ob 130. obletnici rojstva Alme
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