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Newsletter 2/2018 
 

 

  

Esteemed reader! 
 

This is our second Report about activities and plans of the East Asia Resource Library 

(EARL) published for the attention of the institutions, participating in the EARL and for 

information to all our users who have enjoyed the EARL thus far – and hopefully will 

continue to do so in the future.  

The present issues has the following sections: 

- A word from the Management 

- Main activities since the last publication of the Newsletter 

- What is on the EARL’s Agenda for the next year; 

- Publications of the EARL-ers 

We hope you will enjoy the Newsletter and will continue to contribute to the EARL. As 

always, we stand at your disposal for whatever inquiry you may have. Addresses of 

EARLers responsible for the functioning of our joint institution are listed on our webpage, 

which is at https://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/en/library/earl  

 

https://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/en/library/earl
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A word from the Management 
 

Dear Contributing institutions, 

The year 2018 has marked an important event. On 10 May, the EARL was officially 

inaugurated. This new institution has received a wide recognition, with dignitaries from 

all of the participating institutions and sponsors attending. In addition to that, we 

welcomed people from the world of business, with whom we hope to strike some long-term 

partnerships in the future. 

We have also increased our research team. We welcome Nina Pejič, a PhD Candidate, with 

focus on East Asia. We are also fortunate to have Miha Hribernik on board, a valuable 

expert on East Asia, with frequent appearances in the world’s media such as BBC. Our 

recent addition are Dr. Maja Veselič, responsible also for coordination of events related to 

sinological aspects of the development of the East Asian Region.  The list of contributors 

will continue to grow. 

Our EARL community works tirelessly to keep up an active presence of the EARL, both 

in the academic community and beyond. This time we shall single out our Korean 

contributors, Dr. Byoung Yoong Kang and Hyeonsook Ryu, whose footprint in presenting 

Korea in the EARL is visible from afar.  

Our travels to the East Asia have been as frequent as ever. We travelled to do research, 

to establish or nurture our ties with participating institutions, or to present our research 

results in the East Asian region, and we have done so very frequently. We have also had 

successful visits at some institutions of world-wide importance for the development of East 

Asian Studies, such as the Institute of East Asian Studies at the University of California 

(Berkeley). In May this year, Mirjam Kotar, EARL’s Chief Co-ordinator, visited the 

International Institute for Asian Studies at the University of Leiden. The management 

there showed keen interest in the development of the EARL. As a result, Mirjam was 

invited to contribute to the Institute’s Newsletter. She teamed up with EARL’s Director 

General, Prof. Zlatko Šabič, to deliver a short article, which is accessible here. 

In November, we used the opportunity to visit the Director General of the National Central 

Library, our partner, contributor of the Taiwan Resource Centre for Chinese Studies. We 

discussed excellent co-operation so far and discussed concrete plans for the future. A very 

special honour was extended to us in January, as we could pay a visit to the Headquarters 

of the Japan Foundation. We met with the Foundation’s leadership, which included its 

President Mr Hiroyasu Ando. This rare privilege was extended to us due to the prestige 

https://iias.asia/the-newsletter/article/east-asia-resource-library-slovenia-open-matchbox-access-global-knowledge?utm_source=IIAS+Contacts&utm_campaign=f2452d5234-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_NL81&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e20ff6c969-f2452d5234-8279919
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and reputation of Prof. Andrej Bekeš, the founding father of the EARL and the recipient 

of the Japan Foundation Award for 2017. The EARL works hard to keep up excellent 

relations with the Japan Foundation by diligently fulfilling its expectations. This excellent 

co-operation has been developing since 2016.  

The EARL-ers do not fail to reach to a community in Slovenia either. For example, Nataša 

Vampelj Suhadolnik has successfully started a research program on East Asian 

Collections in Slovenia, and another one on Collecting Practices of East Asian objects in 

the centres and peripheries: on the example of Slovenia and USA. The list could go on and 

on.  

So, what has remained unaccomplished from the past year? This is the question we 

normally do not ask ourselves, because we do our utmost best to fulfill all of the planned 

activities, which we plan in a realistic manner. We do not promise what we know we will 

not be able to deliver. Hence, we rather look critically at the past year and consider what 

is it that we can do better. With such a huge enterprise as the EARL, the tasks ahead are 

numerous. We discuss them at regular meetings of the EARL Board, where enthusiasm 

to move forward is as strong as ever. We make only one promise: not to disappoint our 

users and those whose financial support is based on their trust that we can, and will do a 

good job. The contribution of both EARL co-founders, the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty 

of Social Sciences continues to be strong. The support of the Rector of the University of 

Ljubljana, Professor Igor Papič, is highly important for us – it shows that, in the eyes of 

the University leadership, the EARL matters. The participating institutions’ activities and 

dedication demonstrate how relevant the EARL is to them. In no particular order, let us 

begin by mentioning the Capital Library of China. The working relationship with the 

leadership and staff there has been of tremendous help to develop this part of the East 

Asian space we have created with and for the EARL. The special status that the EARL 

enjoys as one of Taiwan Resource Centre of Chinese Studies of the National Central 

Library (NCL) is very much worth mentioning, too. There are only about 30 of such centres 

in the world. The ambassadorial support is of immeasurable importance to us, as well as 

that of their staff with whom we have developed not just a working but also friendly 

relationship. Last, but most certainly not least, we cannot thank enough to the Japan 

Foundation and the Korean Foundation – we are immensely proud to have earned their 

trust, which helps us to keep up some of the most important digital databases from these 

two countries free of charge.  

Thank you all! 

  

https://www.jpf.go.jp/e/about/press/2017/028.html
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Past events  

Special lectures: “Koreans in Europe and in Asia”  

On 18 January 2018, the EARL hosted two lecturers, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chikako Shigemori 

Buc ̌ar and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nataša Visočnik from the Department of Asian Studies, 

University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts. 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nataša Visočnik held a lecture titled “The Role of Korean Women in 

Religion”. In her representation she explored the Korean patriarchal society, where the 

leadership was traditionally male dominated and  ̶  according to Confucian ideology  ̶  

sexual segregation in the household was extended even to ritual performances for the gods. 

The paper focused on the traditional roles women have in shamanism since the Joseon 

dynasty and in Korean Buddhism since the 4th Century and the women role in the 

Protestantism, where in demand for gender equality, the church structure has changed in 

last years. 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nataša Visočnik 
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chikako Shigemori Bučar gave a lecture, titled “Do Cyong-Ho: The First 

Korean to Obtain a PhD at the University of Vienna.” This presentation focused on the 

Korean student as a researcher, research informant and lecturer in Europe in 1930s, who 

with two colleagues, doctoral students in Vienna became doctor of ethnology, and they all 

further collaborated in establishing the Japan Institute in Vienna, today's East Asian 

Studies (Institut für Ostasienwissenschaften) at the University of Vienna. 

 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chikako Shigemori Bučar 

 

EARL Researcher Nina Pejič gave a lecture at Zheijang University 

Nina Pejič, a PhD Candidate, a researcher at the Faculty of Social Sciences, and a Member 

of the EARL Research Unit attended the International Youth Forum on the Belt and Road 

between 28-29th December 2017, organised by the Zhejiang University Academy of 

International Strategy and Law and International Academy of Belt and Road in 

Hangzhou, People's Republic of China. As the co-author of the publication “Young Belt and 
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Road – Opportunities in Central and Eastern Europe”, she was invited to give a talk titled 

“Challenges of Political Cooperation of One Belt and Road Initiative in the Post-

communist Countries of Central and Southeast Europe”, in which she discussed the 

development of clientelist/patronage networks and their implications for the success of the 

Belt and Road initiative in these two regions. 

 

 

Nina Pejič delivering her talk in Hangzhou 

 

Newly appointed Korean Ambassador to Slovenia visited the EARL 

The Ambassador of Korea, H.E. Mr Dong-ik Shin was on an official visit to Slovenia, and 

on that occasion, the Korean delegation visited the EARL. He was welcomed by Prof.  

Monika Kalin-Golob, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, Prof. Roman Kuhar, Dean of 

the Faculty of Arts, and the EARL Management Board representatives.  

Prof. Monika Kalin-Golob, Prof. Roman Kuhar, Mirjam Kotar, MSc, Chief Co-ordinator of 

the EARL, and Prof. Nataša Vampelj Suhadolnik, Head of the Department of Asian 
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Studies at the Faculty of Arts, shared with guest their thoughts on the EARL and its 

mission, and the important role that Korea plays within the EARL. It was presented as 

an excellent example of how vibrant and successful the co-operation between institutions 

and scholars can be. They all expressed sincerest gratitude to the Embassy of the Republic 

of Korea for the ongoing support in all activities related to the development of either the 

Korean studies at the Department of Asian Studies or the EARL. Ms Kotar revealed that 

in the next five years EARL board envisages the EARL to grow from a resource into a focal 

point for the wider region, notably the Western Balkans, to co-ordinate research and 

teaching on Korea, and more widely on the East Asian region.  

The Ambassador has emphasised his affirmative views on research institutions such as 

the EARL and admiration for the goals pursued by the EARL. He praised the effort of all 

who contribute to EARL’s mission, and assured further support of the Korean Embassy to 

the EARL. 

 

 

His Excellency, Mr Dong-ik Shin, the Ambassador of Korea, Prof. Monika Kalin-Golob, Dean of 

Faculty of Social Sciences, Prof. Roman Kuhar, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, and Mirjam Kotar, 

MSc, Chief Co-ordinator of the EARL and Head of Social Sciences Library 
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Special lectures on Japanese economics and business environment 

The Japanese Studies and the EARL organised a series of special lectures on Japanese 

economics and business environment. The events took place between 21 and 23 March, 

2018. Prominent representatives from Japanese enterprises, located in Slovenia, and 

successful individuals, who as Japanese made a career in Slovenia shared their knowledge 

and experience. And also vice versa – Slovenes, who manage to break through on the 

demanding and competitive Japan market presented their ideas, work and methods in the 

fields of high technology, mutual relationships between Japan and Slovenia, translation, 

and tourism. The event drew the attention of the students of the University of Ljubljana, 

as well as the attention of the broader academic community. 

 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chikako Shigemori Buc ̌ar with panelists from Japanese companies and the 

Embassy of Japan 
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Dr. Richard Q. Turcsányi (University of Brno) gave a lecture “The New 

Frontier: Chinese Diplomacy in Central and Eastern Europe” 

The talk given by Dr. Richard Q. Turcsányi, an Assistant Professor at the University of 

Brno, on the important project of China in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE), the 16+1 

platform, which took place on 26 March, generated lots of valuable thoughts and 

arguments. The main conclusion from the talk and the following discussion was that both 

partners had considerable expectations about the impact of this new partnership. 

However, it seems that this partnership is a 'work in progress'. A lot needs to be done still, 

and all the partners continue to learn about ways and means that could bring this 

partnership to a win-win state. The lecture was followed by many questions from the 

interested and vibrant audience, composed of both students and scholars. 

 

 

Students following the lecture given by Dr. Turcsányi 
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chikako Shigemori Bučar invited to  Center for Asian 

Studies at the Vytautas Magnus University 

Between 18 and 26 April 2018, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chikako Shigemori Bučar paid a  visit to 

the Center for Asian Studies, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania. The visit took 

place within the framework of the ERASMUS exchange program. Professor Shigemori 

Bučar was invited to give lectures in translation studies, and on introduction of the 

EARL and Japanese Studies at the University of Ljubljana.  

 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chikako Shigemori Bučar with her hosts 
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Prof. Zlatko Šabič and Mirjam Kotar, MSc, guests of the roundtable Open 

Session for Science 

On 3 April 2018, Prof. Zlatko Šabič and Mirjam Kotar, MSc, were guests of the roundtable 

“Open Session for Science”. This is an event, held regularly to introduce innovative work 

by social scientists, as well as to discuss new initiatives for innovative research. They 

provided a detailed information about the concept, purpose, and vision of the EARL. In 

the discussion that followed, a decidedly interdisciplinary character of the EARL was 

emphasised, as well as that already at this early stage the interest in the resources offered 

by the EARL has been growing ever since the first section of the EARL was inaugurated 

in 2016. 

 

Ms Mirjam Kotar, MSc introducing the EARL to the members of the academic community 

 

EARL receives financial support from the Japan Foundation 

On 19 April 2018, the EARL received a visit by the members of the Japanese Embassy in 

Slovenia, Mr. Kenji Shimazu and Mr. Matej Črnjavič. They were met by the 

representatives of the EARL, Ms Mirjam Kotar, MSc, and Prof. Zlatko Šabič.  
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The purpose of the visit was to present, in person, the EARL with the information about 

its successful application for a financial support from the Japan Foundation. This support 

will allow for a continuing availability of the digital database JapanKnowledgeLib for free 

to all users, and further purchase of Japanese books to enrich the library and make it even 

more attractive for those wishing to learn and know more about Japan. In a special letter 

of thanks to the Japan Foundation, representatives of the EARL have pointed out that 

this grant is regarded as an immense responsibility to continue to meet high standards 

from the Foundation to make sure that the usage of the grant represents an added value 

in Foundation's pursuit of its mission. 

 

The creation and functioning of the EARL in the Newsletter of the 

International Institute for Asian Studies 

“With technological advances, the idea how to make ‘smallness’ irrelevant seemed doable. 

After all, digital databases already cover most of secondary sources, and digitalisation of 

primary sources is progressing rapidly. Hence, with the support of experts on digital 

databases, a concept of a regional hub for resources devoted to East Asia started to take 

shape. By the end of 2015, work on the EARL began.” 

The text above is an excerpt of the article in the Newsletter published by the International 

Institute for Asian Studies at the University of Leiden, authored by Mirjam Kotar, MSc, 

and Prof. Zlatko Šabič, describing the birth and the functioning of the EARL: 

The article is fully accessible here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://iias.asia/the-newsletter/article/east-asia-resource-library-slovenia-open-matchbox-access-global-knowledge?utm_source=IIAS+Contacts&utm_campaign=f2452d5234-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_NL81&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e20ff6c969-f2452d5234-8279919
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Lecture by Professor Chaimun Lee from Kyungpook National University 

On 20 April 2018, Professor Chaimun Lee from Kyungpook National University (Korea) 

held a lecture titled »A Long Journey of the Korean Diaspora in the Former Soviet Union«. 

Many students and professors who attended the lecture enjoyed the tale of mixed fortunes 

of Koreans living in former Soviet Union, and learned about the ongoing period 

uncertainties when many of Korean diaspora, living in Russia would like to establish some 

ties with the country of their descendants, yet many obstacles stand in the way: above all, 

the knowledge of the Korean language. 

 

Prof. Chaimun Lee introduced by Dr. Matjaž Uršič from the Faculty of Social Sciences 
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Photo exhibition The Shapes of Taiwan, April – June  

The EARL in cooperation with the Centre for Taiwanese Studies of the Faculty of Arts, 

University of Ljubljana, welcomed a photo exhibition “The Shapes of Taiwan,” which 

lasted until 30 June 2018 in the premises of the EARL at the Faculty of Social Sciences. 

 

 

Library with a view: a detail of the exhibition 
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EARL officially inaugurated! 

On 10 May 2018, the EARL celebrated its existence in a particularly solemn way. After 

two years of ‘testing’ its capacity and ability to live up to expectations, the EARL has been 

recognised as an institution that can serve as an excellent source of knowledge to the wider 

community of students, scholars, and general public. 

The EARL consists of four sections: China Corner Reading Beijing, Japan Corner, Korea 

Corner, and Taiwan Resource Centre for Chinese Studies. 

The programme of inauguration included the welcoming of guests by the Deans of two 

Faculties that have joined forces to establish the EARL. Guests were greeted by Prof. 

Roman Kuhar (Faculty of Arts), and Prof. Monika Kalin Golob (Faculty of Social 

Sciences), who shared with them their enthusiasm about the present and future of the 

EARL. 

The official programme began with the video presentation of the EARL, made by students 

of both Faculties. Mirjam Kotar, Chief Co-ordinator of the EARL, Professor Igor 

Papič, Rector of the University of Ljubljana, and Prof. Zlatko Šabič, Director 

General of the EARL, have shared their thoughts about the value of the EARL, its 

vision, and its place at the University of Ljubljana as well as regionally. The guests, who 

included representatives of the EARL partners, ambassadors, senior public officials, 

members of the business community, students, and prominent Slovenian medialistened to 

the Keynote Speech, delivered by Prof. Anuška Ferligoj, Ambassador of Science of 

the Republic of Slovenia with valuable connections with colleagues from East Asia. In 

her address, Professor Ferligoj underscored the inclusive role that the EARL can play for 

researchers, scholars, students and others interested in the region. 

 

The programme was enriched by the music performed by Ms Florence Gacoin-Marks 

and dancing by Ryuzo Fukuhara. 

The EARL’s motto – knowledge knows no borders – was at the forefront of the ceremony. 

Together with donors, the EARL strives to offer students, scholars and interested public 

an opportunity to get to know the East Asian region better. The EARL-ers, ranging from 

world-renowned academics such as Prof. Andrej Bekeš and Prof. Jana Rošker to 

young scholars at the beginning of their path to become experts on East Asia, are 

determined to stay firm on course to follow this purpose. 

 

https://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/docs/default-source/odk-doc/nusa-ferligoj-speech.docx?sfvrsn=0


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

16 

 

 

High-level attendance of the ceremony 

 

The inauguration ceremony was reported also in the media. Premier newspaper in the 

English language in Slovenia reported about the event, as well as about the purpose and 

the vision of the EARL: http://www.sloveniatimes.com/east-asian-resource-library-for-

knowledge-without-borders. 

 

The Xinhua Press Agency has also reported about the event. The article marks the 

inauguration as a historic event and emphasises the importance of the EARL for Slovenia 

and its society in terms of learning and understanding more about the Chinese and East 

Asian culture: http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2018/0511/c1002-29983998.html. 

 

 

 

http://www.sloveniatimes.com/east-asian-resource-library-for-knowledge-without-borders
http://www.sloveniatimes.com/east-asian-resource-library-for-knowledge-without-borders
http://world.people.com.cn/n1/2018/0511/c1002-29983998.html
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EARL Research Unit member Nina Pejič participated in the training 

programme of the Ministry of Commerce of People's Republic of China 

Nina Pejič took part in the training programme hosted by the Ministry of Commerce of 

China, organised by the CCPIT Training Centre between 6 and 27 June 2018 in Beijing. 

The programme was focused on the economic globalisation and »Made in China 2025« 

programme for the countries along the Belt and Road Initiative. The participants were 

exposed to lectures, as well as field trips to some of the prime Chinese industry locations 

in Zheijang province (Ningbo and Shaoxing) and Jilin province (Changchun). Ms Pejič held 

three lectures on Sino-Slovene cooperation, aiming to present the current state of 

(Chinese) foreign direct investments in Slovenia, as well as the main investment 

potentials for foreign investors entering Slovenian and European markets. 

 

 

Nina Pejič giving a lecture on Sino-Slovene co-operation 
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Miha Hribernik, member of the EARL Research Unit analysed the North 

Korean economy for BBC 

Miha Hribernik, Head of Asia for the British consulting firm Verisk Maplecroft and a 

member of the EARL Research Unit was invited to present his analysis of the North 

Korean economy for BBC right before the historical summit between North Korean 

President Kim Jong-on and the US President Donald Trump. The interview was held on 

12 June 2018. 

 

EARL's research work was presented to the Chinese delegation of the 

Liaison Office of the Chinese Central Government in Hong Kong 

On 27 August 2018, the Research Unit member Nina Pejič presented the work of the EARL 

to the delegation of the Liaison Office of the Chinese Central Government in Hong Kong. 

The meeting, organised by the Slovenian Centre for European Perspective in the Castle 

Jable was part of the Chinese efforts to inform themselves about the various think-tanks 

and research units dealing with the Belt and Road initiative in the Western Balkans and 

Central and Eastern European region. EARL was presented by our Research Unit 

member, who pointed out the importance of studying East Asian region in this part of the 

world, as well as the importance of connections between various research institutions and 

organisations. 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Saša Istenič Kotar delivered a plenary speech at the 

European Parliament, Brussels 

On 3 September 2018, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Saša Istenič Kotar delivered a plenary speech at 

the European Parliament in Brussels on the topic “China Factor: Resistance is Futile?” on 

the occasion of the 48th General Assembly of the European Federation of Taiwanese 

Associations (EFTA). 
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The book »Before the Market: The Political Economy of Olympianism« 

successfully presented in the EARL premises 

On 18 September 2018, the Chinese author Dr. Donni Wang successfully presented her 

new book “Before the Market: The Political Economy of Olympianism” (Common Ground, 

2018). 

Dr. Wang took a different approach to the linear observations of historical development of 

capitalism, developing an interesting model that uses also social relations to explain the 

economic life of ancient Greece. She provided the audience with a detailed explanation of 

political economy and identity formation in the mentioned historical period that gives us 

the insights on the economic crises arising in 21st century. 

 

Dr. Donni Wang presenting her book in the EARL premises 

 

Prof. Shi Zhiyu from the National Taiwan University visited EARL 

On 25 September 2018, the EARL received a visit from the prestigious National Taiwan 

University based in the Taipei City, Prof. Shi Zhiyu. EARL's co-founding institution, 

Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana, is part of the project dealing with the oral history 
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of Sinology around the world, founded and supported by Prof. Shi Zhiyu. Professor was 

introduced to the functioning and the vision of the EARL by the Chief Coordinator  of the 

EARL Mirjam Kotar, MSc, as well as engaged in a lively and interesting discussion on 

international affairs with the EARL Director General Prof. Zlatko Šabič, and the member 

of the EARL Research Unit Nina Pejič. 

 

Prof. Zlatko Šabič, Prof. Shi Zhiyu and Mirjam Kotar, MSc 
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Academics from two Chinese universities visit EARL 

After a presentation of the Belt and Road Initiative at the University of Ljubljana, meeting 

with the representatives of the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Social Sciences, a 

delegation of academics from Sichuan University and Renmin University of China paid a 

visit to the EARL. On 3 October 2018, EARL's Chief Coordinator, Mirjam Kotar, MSc 

presented EARL's vision and functioning to the visiting Chinese academics. During the 

meeting, Prof. Zlatko Šabič, also discussed the possibilities of further academic 

cooperation in the field covered by EARL. 

 

EARL-ers exchange views with the Chinese delegation 
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Head of the Management Unit visits universities in China 

In October, Head of the International Office at the Faculty of Sciences and the EARL 

Managing Unit Ms Maša Kolenbrand, MSc, paid a two-week educational and cultural visit 

to China as a member of a delegation, of which visit was supported by the Confucius 

Institute Ljubljana. The delegation visited Shanghai University of International Business 

and Economics (SUIBE), the Sichuan University, and the Guizhou University. 

 

Maša Kolenbrand, MSc, during her visit to Chinese universities 

 

Lecture of the Chinese writer Liu Zhenyun 

On 8 October 2018, a famous Chinese Liu Zhenyun gave a lecture at the Faculty of Arts, 

University of Ljubljana. Liu Zhenyun is currently one of the most popular author of 

bestsellers in China. He has written numerous novels and film scenarios. For the novel 

“One Sentence is Ten thousand Sentences”, he received the prestigious literary prize Mao 

Dun. Among his famous works is the novel “I am not Madame Bovary” (我不是潘金 莲), 
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which was sold in million copies and was made into film by the famous Chinese film 

director Feng Xiaogang, and novellas, such as “Remembering 1942(温故一九四二)” and 

“Cellphone”( 手机).  

 

Prof. Andrej Bekeš delivers a lecture at the Hanguk University of Foreign 

Studies (HUFS) 

On 13 November 2018, Prof. Bekeš visited Seoul, Korea. He was a guest of honour at the 

Hanguk University of Foreign Studies (HUFS), which prides itself to cultivate “leaders 

with creative expertise in specialised academic fields.” Professor Bekeš was hosted by the 

Japanese Language and Literature Department, and delivered a lecture on “Bunsho kozo 

no shudai to modariti no kankei” (Relation of Topic and Modality in Text Structure). 

Professor Bekeš speaking at the Hanguk University of Foreign Studies (HUFS) 
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Prof. Jana S. Rošker delivered a guest lecture on the topic “From Marx to 

Mao – The Sinization of Marxism” at Trier University 

On 13 November 2018, Professor Rošker delivered an invited guest lecture at Trier 

University. The lecture titled “From Marx to Mao – The Sinization of Marxism” was jointly 

organised by the Department of Sinology of the Trier University, by the Confucius 

Institute Trier, and the German-Chinese Society. The lecture was organised as a part of 

the celebration of the bicentenary of Karl Marx, who was born in Trier. 

Professor Rošker delivered her lecture in German. She critically introduced the theoretical 

grounds as well as political implications of the process of the Sinization of Marxism.  

 

 

Prof.Rošker giving a lecture at Trier University 
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Korean speech contest in EARL’s premises 

The Korean speech contest took place in the EARL, on 19 November 2018, organised by 

the University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Department of Asia Studies, Centre for 

Korean studies and hosted by the EARL. The themes of the contest were  

'Spomin, Darilo, Zabava'. The event was sponsored by the Embassy of the Republic of 

Korea in Slovenia (Vienna) and Korean air (Prague). 

 

Students receiving awards at the speech contest 
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Visit from the National Institute of Korean History 

On 21 November 2018, Dr. Young-du Kim and Dr. Il-woong Moon from the National 

Institute of Korean History, which is based in Gwacheon, Korea, gave a talk at the EARL 

on Korean-history web archiving service. The well-attended lecture was held in the Korean 

language, and was simultaneously translated into English by  Minyoung Chang, a lecturer 

of the Korean language. 

 

 

More information on Korean history web archiving service at 

(http://www.history.go.kr/en/main/main.do) 
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Agenda 2018-2019 
 

The following events have recently taken place or are planned for 2018-2019. Please note 

that the list of events is likely to increase. Check our webpage (https://www.fdv.uni-

lj.si/en/library/earl) frequently.  

September 29 – October 2. 2nd EAJS Publication Workshop, University of Ljubljana  

(Director and Advisor: Prof. Andrej Bekeš). 

October 5. Prof. Leith Norton: Modern Japanese Poetry (invited by Prof. Jana Rošker) 

October 8. Prof. Leith Morton: Modern Japanese Poetry - “Women’s Voice”, guest lecture 

at the Faculty of Arts.  (hosted by Assoc. Prof. Chikako Shigemori Bučar - invited by Prof. 

Jana Rošker) 

October 8-11. 14th EAJS Workshop for Doctoral Students, University of Belgrade, Serbia 

(Advisor: Prof. Andrej Bekeš). 

October 9. Hong Kong Chinese University: New Systems of Chinese Thought in Taiwan 

and Mainland China: Chen Lai’s and Li Zehou’s Upgrading of Mou Zongsan’s Moral 

Metaphysics (Invited speech at the Department for Philosophy – Prof. Jana Rošker). 

October 13-14. “社会责任与个人价值  (Social Responsibility and Individual Value)”: 

International Conference on the Modern Implications of Classical Confucianism, Hong 

Kong Polytechnic University. (Prof. Jana Rošker). 

October 14-17. 3rd Biennial Conference “Chinese Classics and the Commentarial 

Traditions in East Asia”, World Consortium for Research in Confucian Cultures, Hong 

Kong Polytechnic University. (Prof. Jana Rošker participates). 

October 15. Chinese writer Liu Zhengyun (Guest lecture at the Department of Asian 

Studies). 

November 8. Narodni muzej: “Wang Yangming in njegov koncept praznanja” (public 

lecture by Prof. Jana Rošker) 

October 31. »The Human Image in a Changing World: Changing Image of Language in 

Modern and Contemporary Language Research«, The 5th World Humanities Forum, 

October 31 – November 2, 2018 Busan, Republic of Korea (presentation – Prof. Andrej 

Bekeš) 

https://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/en/library/earl
https://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/en/library/earl


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

28 

 

November 18-23. A visit by a delegation from the National Institute for Korean History 

(organised by Assoc. Prof. Chikako Shigemori Bučar) 

November 19. Speech Contest in Korean (organised by Ryu Hyeonsook) 

November 20. A special lecture by the Ambassador of South Korea to Slovenia from Vienna 

at the Faculty of Arts (orgised by Dr Kang Byoung Yoong and Assoc. Prof. Chikako 

Shigemori Bučar) 

December 1-10. The 10th International Symposium of the World Forum on Chinese Culture 

in the 21st Century. Vancouver: “Cultural Awareness and Community of Shared Future 

for Mankind” (Plenary speech – Prof. Jana Rošker).  

December 14-15. International Symposium on the Significance of Classical Chinese. 

University of Bonn. (Plenary speech – Prof. Jana Rošker). 

February 2-3. 2019 Network Meeting of Central European Japanese Studies Institutions, 

Japan Foundation in Budapest (presentation of the EARL and other activities in Ljubljana 

by Assoc. Prof. Chikako Shigemori Bučar) 

March 8 and 22.  The 3rd Lecture Series in Korean Studies: March 8 on History and March 

22 on Philosophy (supported by AKS, organized by Dr. Kang Byoung Yoong, lectures by 

guests, Assoc. Prof. Shigemori Bučar, Prof. Jana Rošker and others) 

March 27 and 29.  2nd Career Seminar for Japanese Studies students (Faculty of Arts. 

Chikako Shigemori Bučar) 

December 2018 – January 2019.  The 2nd visit by students from Keimyung University, 

Daegu, Korea, to Ljubljana (organizer Kang Byoung Yoong, Chikako Shigemori Bučar and 

others) 

April 21-27. A visit by professors and students of the University of Lancashire for joint 

activities with the Korean Studies students in Ljubljana (organized by Kang Byoung 

Yoong, Shigemori Bučar and Nataša Visočnik Gerželj) 

April 22-23. International Symposium »From Personal to Global: East Asian Arts and 

Philosophies for the Contemporary World«. (Invited guest speakers: Graham Parks, Roger 

Ames, Carine Defoort, Setsuko Aihara; organised by Prof. Jana Rošker). 

May 29. John Makeham: “Xiong Shili and his New Theory of the Uniqueness of 

Consciousness (Guest leture invited by Prof. Jana Rošker). 
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May 2019: EARL Day (date tba) 

December 8-9. Presentation of paper: “Japanese folktales in wider perspective” 

International Symposium »Kosovel Project”, Aoyama Gakuin Universty, Tokyo 

(presentation – Prof. Andrej Bekeš). 

December 20. Invited memorial lecture: “Kanjiken kara mita nihongo hyōki kaikaku (漢

字圏から見た日本語表記改革, Japanese writing system reforms in Sinitic cultural zone 

comparative perspective). Kokugakuin University, Tokyo (Prof.  Andrej Bekeš). 

 

Published works by EARLers (Selection) 

BEKEŠ, Andrej. Bourdieu no »habitus« to Sadanobu no »kyara« to no deai. In: 

SADANOBU, Toshiyuki (ed.). »Kyara« gainen no hirogari to fukamari ni mukete = 

Interdisciplinary explorations of concept of »caracter«. Shohan. Tokyo: Sanseido. 2018, p. 

134-153. [COBISS.SI-ID 67775586] 

BEKEŠ, Andrej. Imagining the context of situation and empirical language research = 

zamišljanje konteksta situacije in empirične jezikovne raziskave. V: PETROVČIČ, Mateja 

(ed.), HMELJAK SANGAWA, Kristina (ed.), GOLOB, Nina (ed.). New approaches and 

resources for researching and teaching of East Asian languages : programme and book of 

abstracts: international symposium, 26-27 March 2018 = Novi pristopi in viri za 

raziskovanje in učenje jezikov Vzhodne Azije : program in knjižica povzetkov : mednarodni 

simpozij, [26-27 March 2018]. 1st ed. Ljubljana: University Press, Faculty of arts, 

Department of Asian Studies: = Znanstvena založba Filozofske fakultete, Oddelek za 

azijske študije. 2018, p. 40-42. [COBISS.SI-ID 66691170] 

ISTENIČ, Saša. New directions in Taiwan's foreign policy. V: SULLIVAN, Jonathan (ed.), 

LEE, Chun-Yi (ed.). A new era in democratic Taiwan: trajectories and turning points in 

politics and cross-strait relations, (Routledge research on Taiwan series, 26). London; New 

York: Routledge. 2018, p. 156-176. [COBISS.SI-ID 67505506] 

SCHUBERT, Gunter, ISTENIČ, Saša, GOLD, Thomas B., HILLENBRAND, Margaret. 

Forum 1: Linking the Taiwan Studies and China Studies fields : how to argue for the 

faculty recruitment of Taiwan scholars at Western universities. International journal of 

Taiwan Studies, ISSN 2468-8800, 2018, vol. 1, no. 1, p- 193-208 

http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/10.1163/24688800-00101011, 

doi: 10.1163/24688800-00101011. [COBISS.SI-ID 66344546] 
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PEJIČ, Nina. 2018. Slovenia in the Belt and Road Initiative. In Young Belt and Road – 

Opportunities in CEE. Hangzhou: Zheijang University; Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 

(in print) 

ROŠKER, Jana S. From humanized nature to naturalized humans: Li Zehou's 

transformation of the Classical Chinese »Tianren Heyi« paradigm through the lens of Kant 

and early Marx. Frontiers of Philosophy in China, ISSN 1673-355X. Online ed., 2018, p. 

72-90. http://journal.hep.com.cn/fpc/EN/10.3868/s030-007-018-0006-7#1, doi: 

10.3868/s030-007-018-0006-7. [COBISS.SI-ID 66693218],. 

ROŠKER, Jana S. Li Zehou's notion of subjectality as a new conception of the human self. 

Philosophy compass, ISSN 1747-9991, 2018, p. 1-10.  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/phc3.12484/epdf, doi: 10.1111/phc3.12484. 

[COBISS.SI-ID66184546] 

ROŠKER, Jana S. The concept of qi in Chinese philosophy: a vital force of cosmic and 

human breath. In: ŠKOF, Lenart ed.), BERNDTSON, Petri (ed.). Atmospheres of 

breathing. Albany, NY: State University of New York. cop. 2018, p. 127-140. [COBISS.SI-

ID 66523490]  

ROŠKER, Jana S. Li Zehou and new Confucianism: a philosophy for new global cultures. 

In: AMES, Roger T. (ed.), JIA, Jinhua (ed.). Li Zehou and Confucian philosophy, 

(Confucian cultures). Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press: East-West Center. 2018, p. 

33-56. [COBISS.SI-ID 67533666]  

ROŠKER, Jana S. Qingxiang yu jianli ziji »xin zhentizhuyi« sixiang tixi. In: ZHANG, 

Yaonan. Zhishilun zhuanxiang: zhang shi goujian yu Zhonghua zhexue xin zixue shidai. 

Beijing: Renmin chubanshi. 2018, p. 345-366. [COBISS.SI-ID 67560034]  

OGAWA, Yoshimi, SHIGEMORI BUČAR, Chikako. A Korean who taught Japanese in 

1930s Vienna: Do Cyong-ho (To Yu-ho): (based on Finish and Japanese sources). In: 

SCHIRMER, Andreas (ed.). Koreans in Central Europe: informal contacts up to 1950 : Vol. 

2, (Wiener Beiträge zur Korenforschung, Bd. 5, Vol. 5). Wienna: Praesens. 2018, p. 33-44, 

[COBISS.SI-ID 67504226] 

ŠABIČ, Zlatko, KOTAR, Mirjam. East Asia Resource Library in Slovenia. Open a 

matchbox and access global knowledge of the region. IIAS Newsletter, October 2018, 

https://iias.asia/the-newsletter/article/east-asia-resource-library-slovenia-open-

matchbox-access-global-

knowledge?utm_source=IIAS+Contacts&utm_campaign=f2452d5234-
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VAMPELJ SUHADOLNIK, Nataša. Fuxi and Nüwa in the murals of Han and Wei-Jin 

tombs. In: DAVIES, Scott, ZHANG, Liangren, ZHAO, Dongsheng (eds.). The eight 

worldwide conference of the Society for East Asian Archeology: Nanjing, China, June 2018. 

Nanjing: Nanjing University: The Society for East Asian Archeology. 2018, p. 51. 

[COBISS.SI-ID 67108706] 

VAMPELJ SUHADOLNIK, Nataša. Transmission of Han pictorial motifs into the 

Western periphery: Fuxi and Nüwa in the Wei-Jin mural tombs in the Hexi corridor. In: 

EACS 2018, 22nd biennial conference, 29 August -1 September 2018, Glasgow. Glasgow: 

EACS. 2018. https://eacs2018.glasgow.ac.uk/. [COBISS.SI-ID 67782242]  


