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2-6 September 2013- Turkey  
The Young Diplomats Forum (YDF) is set up to recognise, enhance and develop the next 
generation of diplomats. This community of exceptionally bright and accomplished future 
leaders will gain further insight, tools and opportunities to engage with key stakeholders at a 
crucial time in their careers and broaden their connections to influential global leaders. 

The Forum Structure 

The Forum has conferential structure which constitutes of the following activities:  

• Keynote speeches: Senior politicians or diplomats will address the participants at the 
opening of the workshops. Participants will then discuss and debate the topic 
dimensions with the keynote speakers. An example of a keynote speech at one of 
our past events: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJpbWWmHn80 
 

• Video Messages: Political and governments leaders who are unable to address the 
participants directly will do that through video messages An example ofavideo 
message at one of our past events: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e52m6a0sX8A 
 
 

• Panel Discussion: The panel constitutes of participants who will debate in depth topics 
from the conference. Participants will be given the opportunity to select panels they 
want to take part of before the forum begins. An example of video message at one of 
our past events: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgOJvEpZ63U 
 

• Presentations: Participants will be divided into groups to develop and deliver their 
group presentations on one of the topics covered during the Forum. 
 
 

• Simulation : The simulation part of the workshop will allow the participants to use the 
knowledge acquired from the workshops and apply it into practical  real life cases. 
 

• Visits to governmental agencies and international Organisations: The Forum 
participants will take parts in visits to government agencies and key international 
organizations within Turkey. 
 
 

• Field trip and entertainment: The week long forum will be filled with long days of hard 
work; however, every day will be broken up with relaxing activities, including 
receptions, visits and field trips to discover Turkeys vibrant and beautiful culture and 
history. 
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• Forum outcome: The discussion, perspectives and ideas presented in the conference 
will constitute a report that will be distributed to policy makers globally. 
 
 

Tutors and Moderators:  

 

• Huw Edwards: Huw Edwards is an independent trainer who specialises in 
understanding parliament, legislation and how to work with politicians, in order to 
influence the political process. He is an Associate of the Civil Service College Ltd and 
brings the experience of nine years as a UK Member of Parliament involved in 
legislation, scrutiny and cross party country groups. He offers the perspective of a 
politician who has been the subject of lobbying and supported a wide range of 
campaigns. 
 

• Professor Abdel-Ilah Bennis: Professor Abdel-ilah Bennis is Vice-President and 
Director of Research and Training at the Global Diplomatic Forum. After holding 
several positions, including Head of Political and Consular Affairs at the Moroccan 
Embassy in London from 1984-1996, he moved into the development and teaching of 
numerous programmes on diplomacy, culminating in the post of Director of Studies at 
the Diplomatic Academy of London, Westminster University. From 1994 to 1996 he 
was also Chairman of the London Diplomatic. He has published widely on topics 
relating to diplomacy and international Affairs. 
 
 

• Quintin Oliver:  Entrepreneur, NGO activist, political consultant, lobbyist and trainer. 
Quintin Oliver has played his part in the successful N. Ireland peace process, 
designing and running the ’YES’ Campaign in the Referendum on the Good Friday / 
Belfast Agreement; he runs his own political consultancy www.stratagem-ni.com  in 
Belfast and an international conflict resolution operation www.stratagemInt.com. 
 

• Alice Baxter: Alice is a BBC World Reporter. International news anchor and 
correspondent with eight years broadcast experience, nearly seven of which have 
been on screen. She has recently started presenting World Business Report on BBC 
World. Until December 2011, she worked for Russia today, the Moscow-based 24 
hour news channel, covering every major news story to happen since 2005 both in, 
and out, of the studio. She initially moved to Russia to front and produce RT's 
business Programme. Outside of news, I presented and produced a travel and 
lifestyle show that took viewers all across Russia. Before Russia today, Alice worked 
ITN London Tonight, BBC News and Channel 5 
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Location  

The forum workshops will take place in Ankara and one day visit will be to Istanbul.Further 
details on the venue and accommodation will be provided in the coming weeks. 

Forum Topics 

• The Future of the European Union's Common Foreign and Security Policy: This covers 
the effectiveness of the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy, the Institutional 
Framework, the EU evolving its diplomatic role and status in the world. Click here to 
view our recent conference on the EU Foreign and Security 
Policy.http://www.gdforum.org/Events-RecentEvents-%20EU%20Conference.html 
 

• Diplomacy in the Middle East and North Africa: This session is aimed to look into 
potential scenarios and identify opportunities of diplomatic resolutions for the three 
conflicts in the Middle East: Middle East peace Process, Syrian Conflict and the Iran 
Nuclear programme.http://www.gdforum.org/Events-RecentEvents-
Middle%20East.html 
 
 

• International Cooperation in Global Energy Security: It covers topics from geopolitics 
of energy, to energy and sustainable development, to climate change and renewable 
energy. Here is a link of our last event to cover this topic. 
http://www.gdforum.org/Events-RecentEvents-%20Energy%20Security.html 
 

• International Conflict Resolution Track 2 Diplomacy: The workshop is a presentation 
of track two diplomacy and moving from arms to agreement at various cases from 
different parts of the world: South Africa, Northern Ireland, Colombia. The workshop 
will also present the track two diplomacy and moving from arms to agreement at a 
municipal level: http://citiesintransition.net . The simulation part of the workshop will 
allow the participants to use the knowledge acquired from the case studies and apply 
it into middle east Peace process simulation including: preparation, position 
formulation, first round of talks bilateral, multilaterals and agreement. 
 

• Sport and Public Diplomacy: How sports can be part of a public diplomacy strategy; 
how countries can benefit from the substantial gathering at sports events to promote 
themselves and connect with the world. Last year we explored how the London 
Olympics can be used a means for a public diplomacy strategy. Click here for more 
information on this event. http://www.gdforum.org/Events-RecentEvents-
%20Olympics.html 
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Participants and Selection  

The selection process will ensure the equal representation of junior diplomats, civil society 
and students. Candidates will be selected based on their personal statement (500 words 
Maximum). A fair representation of different continents and regions in the world will be taken 
into consideration in the process. 
 

Participation fees and Scholarships  

The fees for participation are £300 which covers the accommodation, food, transportation 
during the forum, visits and field trips. There will be scholarship for limited numbers of 
participants. However, scholarships do not cover flights and priority will be given to 
candidates who are from and reside in one of the least developed countries. 
 

Contact:  

Ms Gemma Smith  
Communications Executive  
 
Global Diplomatic Forum  
 

• E-mail: ydf@gdforum.org 
• Telephone: (44) 2070969392 
• Mobile: (44) 79088 42763 

 
 


