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BACHELOR’S SECTIONS

Maja Hlebs, Bachelor student of International Relations, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Slovenia

Foreign policy instrument capacity building: Slovenian beekeeping culture as a possible
source of soft-power capability

Soft power, defined by Nye as a country's ability to influence others through persuasion and
agenda-setting, can be enhanced through capacity building. Slovenia's lack of significant
military or economic power makes it challenging to exert influence through traditional hard
power means. This essay aims to answer the research question of how Slovenia has employed
capacity building to enhance its soft power and leadership in beekeeping and pollinator
protection. The methodology involves qualitative research, including analysis of secondary
sources, interviews with key stakeholders, and an examination of primary and secondary
legislation and strategies. Slovenia's capacity building approach begins with the Slovenian
Beekeeping Academy (SBA), founded in 2018. SBA provides informal education in
beekeeping to foreigners, training providers, and the public. It collaborates with domestic and
international institutions and individuals involved in beekeeping to promote Slovenian
education and knowledge sharing. The Slovenian Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs
(MFEA) plays a crucial role in managing beekeeping development. Collaborating with the
Ministries of Agriculture, Environment, and Education, MFEA addresses global food security,
poverty eradication, and environmental standards. It establishes educational apiaries, cultivates
honey plants, and educates children about bees and the environment. Institutional and legal
frameworks are essential for sustainable capacity building. Slovenia proposed the declaration
of World Bee Day at the United Nations, which was adopted in 2017. This initiative provides
a framework for bee and pollinator protection. Another development was the UNESCO
recognition of Slovenian Beekeeping as intangible cultural heritage. Overall, this research
demonstrates that Slovenia has successfully employed capacity building as a soft power
strategy in beekeeping and pollinator protection. The establishment of the SBA, collaborative
initiatives led by the MFEA, and the recognition by international organizations have enhanced
Slovenia's influence in the international community.

Keywords: soft power, capacity building, Slovenian beekeeping, Slovenia



Carla Weiller, Bachelor student of a Double degree programme in Governance and IR at the
University of Passau / University of Ljubljana, Slovenia and Germany

Improving civil society’s representation in EU decision-making processes through data-
driven governance

According to various EU treaties, Legitimization within of EU-institutions is fundamentally
provided through civil society. With the rise of EU-sceptic tendencies and the EU striving
towards a more supranational system, researchers argue that representing civil society through
elections is not enough to legitimize EU-institutions and that there is a need for deeper
integration of civil society into EU decision-making processes. An attempt to achieve this was
provided by the European Commission, by introducing participatory mechanisms, such as the
Have Your Say portal. However, this essay shows, that while the portal was a step into the right
direction, existing participatory mechanisms are characterized by a great number of flaws that
hinder their effectiveness. Therefore, this essay proposes an innovative, but not new way to
approach this issue by asking how data driven governance can improve civil society
representation within EU decision-making processes. To answer this question, it compares
data-driven governance to existing participatory mechanisms. It comes to the conclusion that
quantitative data-driven governance can eliminate two of the four flaws of existing
participatory mechanisms, as it follows an indirect approach to include civil society in decision-
making processes and therefore does not need to rely on the popularity and accessibility of
participatory channels. The analysis however also shows that qualitative date-driven
governance is already, in the form of mechanisms such as the Have Your Say portal, being
used in decision-making processes. This is why the essay concludes, that while quantitative
data-driven governance can improve civil society’s representation in EU decision-making
processes, quantitative and qualitative methods need to be used in unison to represent civil
society adequately. Therefore, it urges lawmakers to establish a framework that makes civil
society’s representation mandatory and to cooperate with researchers to find inclusive and
effective ways to do so.

Keywords: data-driven governance, decision-making, civil society, EU

Timon Grubar, Bachelor student at the University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Slovenia

Permanent Neutrality of Awustria as a Foreign Policy Strategy in Light of
the War in Ukraine

In the essay, | present the implications that the war in Ukraine has raised regarding Austria's
permanent and political neutrality. Besides the economic and energy crisis, neutrality as the
foundation of modern Austrian statehood is an additional crisis element, since there is a clear
divergence between foreign policy choices of taking part in sanctions against Russia or staying
neutral. The research question | have answered is: To what extent does Austria's current foreign
policy still meet the definition of permanent and political neutrality. In addition, 1 was
evaluating the thesis that the Republic of Austria is no longer a permanently or politically
neutral country. | employed the historical analysis and the analysis of the primary sources such
as the Federal law on permanent neutrality, as well as secondary sources concerning the
historical and current events. The permanent neutrality of Austria must be placed in a historical
context, from which it is clear that it was meant in the traditional sense and that it must be
understood as such. Its main idea was the equal treatment, abstaining from taking on duties
potentially leading to unequal treatment in a conflict and always observing the principles of



permanent neutrality. The paper finds that Austria's current policy is not in line with permanent
neutrality in its original form. It is the same with political neutrality, which Austrian foreign
policy and statesmen strive for. To evaluate political neutrality, we must consider the
perception of neutral policy by other actors. As such indicator, | have taken the Austria's
unsuccessful offer to mediate and provide good offices in the present conflict. I conclude that
Austria’s political neutrality is for the lack of international recognition non-existent.
Keywords: permanent neutrality, political neutrality, Austria, foreign policy strategy

Danijel Ba¢an & Dominik Vivoda, Bachelor students of the Faculty of Science, Department
of Geography, Zagreb, Croatia
Uncovering the Roots of Russian Aggression: A Geographical Analysis

In February 2022, the Russian aggression against Ukraine began, which was launched under
the guise of denazification and demilitarization of Ukraine. This paper assumes that these were
not the true reasons for launching such a military operation and analyses the geographical
background of the aggression against Ukraine. The basic research question relates to the very
importance of the geographic characteristics of Ukraine, which potentially encouraged the
Russian attack. Thus, the relief, hydrological, climatological, geomorphological and
pedological characteristics of Ukraine are analysed with special emphasis on its east, where the
aggression began. After the presentation of the basic natural-geographical characteristics,
attention is also paid to the locations of mineral resources, i.e. the locations of energy plants
and their importance in space. The traffic connection of Ukraine, the network of highways and
railways, which refers to the natural base of the area, is also taken into account. The methods
used in this paper primarily are the analysis of the geographical positions of the given
characteristics, that is, the mapping of the positions of key energy plants and traffic routes. The
results of this work show that the occupied east of Ukraine is extremely rich in various ores,
almost 90 % of natural gas deposits are located in that part of Ukraine. Furthermore, this east
is a relatively hilly region and is therefore more difficult to conquer than plain areas, and this
additionally prevents the progress of illegal aggression. The importance of the location of
Sevastopol, which is sheltered behind the mountains, while the other Ukrainian ports are
completely open to the sea and hinterland, is highlighted. Overall, it can be concluded that
geography is extremely important in the development and the very beginning of Russian
aggression.

Keywords: Russia, aggression, Ukraine, geography

Ana Sofeska, Bachelor student of the “Iustinianus Primus” Faculty of Law, University of Cyril
& Methodius, Skopje, North Macedonia

Intergovernmentalism versus supranationalism in the European Union: Consequences of
the migrant crisis

During the migrant crisis of 2015, over a million refugees sought asylum in the European Union
(EU) member states. This has put some EU member states under great pressure in terms of
their national capacities to provide care and accommodation. As the migration crisis
progressed, member states were asymmetrically affected, and tensions arose between the
national and supranational level of the EU in responding to the challenge. Some member states
have decided to pursue national interests over EU legislation, raising the question of whether



the migrant crisis has led to a strengthening of the intergovernmental nature of the EU. The
theories of European integration — neofunctionalism and the theory of intergovernmentalism
are applied in order to understand the tensions between the national and supranational levels in
the decision-making process and the implementation of decisions and policies in the EU. A
qualitative content analysis is conducted using reports from the European Commission, other
secondary sources and fragments from interviews. Drawing on central claims of both theories,
it is demonstrated that in the migrant crisis of 2015 the supranational dimension of EU migrant
policy has transformed into an intergovernmental policy. The analytical contribution of this
paper lies in the explanation of the political discourse during the migration crisis and the
assessment of the importance of the nature of competence of the EU and the spatial distribution
of the pressure among EU member states exposed to the crisis.

Keywords: migrant crisis, European integration, immigration policy, intergovernmentalism,
supranationalism

Mia Lanca, Bachelor student at the University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Slovenia
Norm Leadership in Cyberspace: Analysis of the European Union's Cyber Diplomacy
Efforts

The rapid development of computer and information technology has led to a creation of new
threats to individual and national security. Lack of binding international law focused on actions
in the cyber-space — such as acts of state-sponsored cyber warfare or espionage — is being
counteracted with an increased activity in the field of cyber diplomacy. This in turn allows for
the creation of new power dynamics in international relations. The aim of this paper is to
analyse the cyber diplomacy effort of the European Union (EU), as one of the most active
actors in the field, to determine its motivations in the cyber domain. The paper takes a
constructivist approach, applying Finnemore and Sikkink’s framework for determining a norm
leader to demonstrate that the main goal of the EU’s cyber diplomacy is to establish its own
rules of appropriate behaviour in cyber-space. First, primary source analysis is used to
determine that the focus of EU’s cyber diplomacy is the implementation of its core values (the
respect of human rights, rule of law, international law and democracy) to the cyber domain.
Subsequently, analysis of primary and secondary sources is applied to map out EU's developing
cyber diplomacy network for proliferation of behaviour that is in line with the previously
established core values. Lastly, a case study is used to examine EU's use of sanctions in an
effort to enforce its desired norms. This analysis demonstrates that the main objective of EU’s
cyber diplomacy effort is to act as a norm leader in the cyber domain. It has been doing so by
clearly outlining the norms it wishes to see respected, continuously expanding its network of
multilateral and bilateral cooperations regarding the cyber-space, as well as by using sanctions
and reward mechanisms to encourage global adherence to these norms.

Keywords: European Union, cyber diplomacy, norms, norm leader



MASTER’S SECTIONS

Anastasiia Romanenko, Master’s student at the Faculty of social sciences, University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia
Coercive diplomacy in the case of Ukraine

In 2014, there was a general lack of willingness to confront Russia, with many European
leaders downplaying the escalating presence of the Russian military near the Ukrainian borders.
This essay explores Europe's inadequate response to the Russian threat by examining the
concept of coercive diplomacy, as defined by Alexander George in 1991. Specifically, the
paper aims to identify the factors that hindered Europe from effectively utilizing coercive
diplomacy to deter Russia's full-scale invasion and suggests potential solutions. Qualitative
research methods, including a literature review of scholarly works, policy documents, and
expert opinions, are employed. The findings reveal that Europe's lack of coherence among
member states and divergent political viewpoints hindered the execution of a comprehensive
strategy. Additionally, Europe's reluctance to sever economic ties with Russia and its gradual
return to normalcy after imposing sanctions weakened the credibility of its coercive measures.
The European Union’s (EU) preference for diplomatic talks, which Russia perceived as a sign
of weakness, failed to create a sense of urgency or convey the potential consequences of non-
compliance. To improve the effectiveness of coercive diplomacy, Europe must develop a more
cohesive strategy that includes clear demands, deadlines, and conditionality. This approach
should incorporate both punitive measures and concessions to incentivize compliance. To
enhance its deterrence capabilities and reduce dependence on external actors, Europe should
strive for greater military autonomy. Addressing these factors will contribute to stronger and
more effective employment of coercive diplomacy in future crises.

Keywords: Russia, Ukraine, coercive diplomacy, war in Ukraine

Manuel Fischer, Master’s student of International Business, School of Economics and
Business, Slovenia,
The Case for an Al Approach to International Relations

Acrtificial intelligence (Al) is changing the field of International Relations (IR), with significant
implications for diplomacy and international affairs. The power dynamics between nations,
corporations, and international organizations are increasingly being shaped by Al systems. It
is anticipated that the spread of advanced Al systems would result in a major shift in power
dynamics and the rise of a novel form of inequality. The balance of power in the field of IR
will change as a result of those having access to more sophisticated Al capabilities enjoying a
significant advantage over those without such technology. A pressing question arises: should
an entirely new IR theory be developed to explain the transformative effects of Al, or is an Al-
centric approach to existing theories sufficient? Unlike previous technological advancements
such as nuclear weapons and the internet, Al possesses the capacity for independent thought
and the potential to exponentially enhance its own capabilities. As the adoption of Al in IR
expands, issues such as automated decision-making and accountability come to the forefront.
Additionally, the concept of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) should be taken into
consideration, whereby interconnected Al systems among international actors form a collective
intelligence. AGI holds promise for addressing complex decision-making and interdependence
within international relations. Notably, parallels can be drawn between AGI and Alexander
Wendt and James der Derien's Quantum IR theory, particularly regarding entanglement and



superposition, which may elucidate the intricate interdependencies and multiple perspectives
within a world influenced by AGI. The development of AGI stands to revolutionize the field
of International Relations, yet it presents challenges in comprehending complex Al decision-
making and potential conflicts arising from divergent Al strategies. Consequently, the future
of international relations may witness both collaborative efforts and conflicts propelled by the
rise of AGI. These transformative dynamics are opening voids in the field of International
Relations and they underscore the need to adapt IR theory to accommodate the profound impact
of Al on global affairs.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, complexity, IR theory

Jovica Jankovikj, Master s student at lustinianus Primus Faculty of Law, Cyril and Methodius
University, Skopje, North Macedonia

China's Belt and Road Initiative in the Balkans: A Comparative Analysis of Debt-Funded
Infrastructure Projects in Montenegro and North Macedonia

This research paper examines the implications of China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) for the
Western Balkan countries. It aims primarily at conducting a comparative analysis of the
Chinese debt loans in two most affected countries — Montenegro and North Macedonia. The
research focuses further on investigating the impact of these developments on the EU
enlargement in both countries. The BRI is a key strategic foreign policy initiative of China,
aimed at promoting global connectivity and economic cooperation. The research paper
acknowledges the significance of the BRI and its implications, specifically in the context of
debt loans provided by China to Montenegro and North Macedonia. The main problem
addressed in this research are the potential challenges and consequences associated with
China's loans in infrastructure development projects. China through the BRI and 17+1
Cooperation has managed to finance North Macedonia and Montenegro’s strategic roads and
highways projects, such as the Miladinovci—Stip, Kicevo—Ohrid and Bar—Boljare roads. The
contracts with the Chinese companies are characterized with secrecy clauses to keep the
governments relying on these loans and the lender. Potentially these loans are allowing
influence on the policies of debtor countries when they cannot afford to repay the loans. This
debt-trap foreign policy by China has been criticized by the European Union (EU), sharing
concerns on the lack of accountability, transparency and corruption in between, stating that the
projects such as those mentioned above undermine democracy in these countries and steer them
away from the European values and the European integration altogether. The findings of this
research highlight the importance of transparency, accountability, and sustainable development
in infrastructure projects supported by Chinese loans. The analysis of the roads constructed by
the Chinese companies in Macedonia reveals challenges such as delays, cost overruns, and
concerns about corruption. The research identifies potential implications for EU enlargement
in both Montenegro and North Macedonia. The findings suggest that the dependency on
Chinese loans and the associated challenges may impact the countries' political stability,
economic viability, and overall preparedness for EU membership. The research methodology
involves an analysis of secondary sources related to China's BRI, the debt loans and
infrastructure projects in Montenegro and North Macedonia. Comparative analysis is used to
identify similarities, differences, and key findings between the two countries.

Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative, China, debt loans, Montenegro, North Macedonia, EU
enlargement.



Cameron MacBride, Master's student with the University of Glasgow and the University of
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovnia

Political perspectives on Republika Srpska separatism from Bosnia & Herzegovina, and
the future status of the nation

The aim of this research was to create a more in-depth understanding of views held by political
representatives on current issues present in the Western Balkans, and in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (B&H) specifically. Therefore, this research predominantly focused on the issues
on Republika Srpska (RS) secession, representation in B&H government institutions, and the
impact of the international community in the country. Therefore, we are left with the main
research questions of this paper: Do the various ‘constitutional peoples’ of B&H feel properly
represented within governmental institutions? A number of key themes arose throughout the
collected responses. Firstly, although representatives of all three groups stated that their group
was well represented in B&H government institutions, Serb and Croat interviewees also
brought up certain flaws in the current arrangement. Namely, the issue of Bosniaks voting for
the Croat presidency position, as well as the potential undermining of minority groups on the
parliamentary level. Secondly, all respondents believed in the need for fundamental, structural
change to the current constitutional status of B&H. On the issue of potential RS secession,
many Bosniak and Croat respondents were sceptical about the realistic possibility of such an
attempt. However, a number of Serb interviewees were either outright in favour of future
secession, or open to the idea of granting greater autonomy to RS, and also broadly believed
that such an attempt was possible. Although there is clear agreement from all sides that at least
some degree of reform is required for B&H, there is little consensus on how to reach this. All
groups were keen to reach a new settlement that satisfied all, but were clearly distrustful
towards the other groups breaking the fragile stability in the country through potential
discussions on reforms, or through claiming such powers that would de-facto split up the
country and destroy any real sense of common decision making in Sarajevo. Importantly, many
interviewees stressed the need for a strong push from the international community in order to
spur on discussions on change. However, as previously discussed, the ethnic dividing lines on
foreign interference will most likely further stall the country's reform efforts.

Keywords: Bosnia and Herzegovina, separatism, nationalism, statehood

Luka Radicevié, Masters student of International Security at the University of Ljubljana,
Faculty of Social Sciences, Slovenia
Securitization of Huawei by the United States’ Government on the Example of 5G

5G technology has shown itself significant enough to find a place in the trade war between
China and the United States (US), portraying how far states are willing to go to protect their
perceived global position and security. Both are assessed by constructivism and post-
structuralism and through the lens of different ideologies, perceptions and (discursive)
narratives. Securitization, a process of extensive politization of an otherwise non-political
occurrence by presenting it as a security threat, can explain why Huawei, the leading 5G
infrastructure manufacturer in 2019, has been banned from operating in the US by their
government. This research paper focuses on how the US Government managed to securitize
China’s Huawei using 5G technologies, presenting it as a threat to national security without



foreign policy evidence to back it up. Discourse analysis of main US government press releases
and its correlation with mass surveys conducted by investigative journalists have shown that
the securitization has been successful, as it manipulated public opinion in the US into seeing
Huawei’s 5G technologies as a security threat. However, one must take into consideration that
the securitization of Huawei by the US Government on the example of 5G is merely a so-called
micro-securitization in the still ongoing macro-securitization of Chinese technology by the US
in general. That means that the micro-securitization’s origin lies in mutual mistrust and
suspicion that burdens US-Chinese relations, while the consequences are still to be felt by
Huawei and the (“open”) global mobile market. All in all, this research has confirmed that
states are unwilling to give control of such an important piece of infrastructure as mobile
communications to a foreign enterprise due to ensuring their own economic sovereignty and
national security interests.

Keywords: security threats, 5G technologies, securitization studies, discourse analysis,
Huawei, US Government.

Karel Zoun, Master's students at Masaryk University, Faculty of Social Studies, Department
of Political Science, Czech Republic
Terrorism as a strategy — the case of the war in Ukraine

Since the beginning of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Ukraine and Russia
have employed various strategic warfare methods, such as deploying deep strike battalions,
guerrilla tactics, or heavy artillery. The essay addresses the issue of whether events bearing the
hallmarks of terrorism can take place in this war and whether terrorism can be viewed as a
strategy or a purposeful activity to achieve objectives. Based on this, research question has
been set: What features of terrorism are fulfilled by the selected actions of the actors involved
during the 2022 war in Ukraine? There is no single definition or typology of terrorism. At the
same time, the characteristics that fulfill the forms of terrorism can also be found in other
phenomena, such as war crimes. Thus, the selected cases are best assessed using Alex Schmid's
ten elements of terrorism. There is also no uniform view of strategic terrorism; some see it as
part of total war or a tool to achieve calculable goals. Three cases were chosen for analysis: 1)
death of Darya Dugina, daughter of Kremlin ideologue Alexander Dugin who died in her
father's vehicle after an explosive blast; 2) Explosion of the strategically important Kerch
Bridge between Crimea and the Russian mainland reportedly caused by a planted explosive;
and 3) The bombing of civilian infrastructure in Ukraine by Russian army, declared by Putin
as retaliation for the damage to the Kerch Bridge. Through analysis of secondary sources, it
was found that selected cases fulfilled some of the characteristics of terrorism. In the case of
the attack on the bridge and bombing of civilian infrastructure, strategic intentions can be seen
to limit supply of war material or destabilize the Ukrainian society-wide resistance. In
conclusion, it can be assumed that actors can use tools with elements of terrorism, along with
other strategies, to achieve strategic objectives.

Keywords: terrorism, elements of terrorism, war in Ukraine, Russia



PHD SECTIONS

Francesco Spera, PhD candidate in European and International Law, University of Salento
(Lecce, Brindisi)
A way forward, the Strategic Compass: a hybrid toolbox in the emergence of a new
European Union

The Russia's invasion of Ukraine on 24th of February 2022 led to drawing a new horizon for
European integration in the framework of the pursuit of the EU “strategic autonomy”. This is
done by adopting a serious of instruments that are generally defined by the international law
doctrine as soft law or informal non-binding acts, such as the 2022 Strategic Compass and the
EU-NATO Joint Declarations between the 2016 and 2023. They play a major role in the
development of the structure of the strategic autonomy. The concept of the strategic autonomy
that emerges from these informal and programmatic instruments is something new in the
foreign, security and defence policies of the Union. However, its definition is rather
controversial. So far, some authors argue that the concept enshrined in these* instruments is
already outdated and does not fit to the current challenges of the EU, having only short- and
medium-term perspectives. On contrary, in this paper, it is argued that these informal acts
inaugurate a long-term perspective in the EU foreign, defence and security policies, with
important implications for the EU legal order and the EU institutional structures. A perspective
justified by the presence in the documents of a variety of actions that have a wide implication
not only in the EU external relations but also for the EU internal policies, and in particular, the
internal market and the EU industrial strategy. Finally, the paper argues that the use of these
informal instruments for achieving common EU policies per se is not new and, in contrast with
other EU integration theories such as the “executive federalism”, they represent the tools of the
EU integration process according to the “neo-functionalist theory”.

Keywords: EU security and defence, Strategic Compass, soft law, EU strategic autonomy,
neofunctionalism

Milan Varda, PhD Student and Junior Researcher at the Faculty of Political Sciences,
University of Belgrade
Ontological Insecurity as the Cause of the Russian Federation’s Invasion of Ukraine

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has shaken the world, with Russian Federation paradoxically
facing tremendous losses, likely without even the initial prospect of having matching strategic
gains. Why would Russia make such a decision? The purpose of this dissertation is to answer
the question of why Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. Understanding the reasons behind this
invasion can be beneficial for prospective engagement with Russia regarding this crisis, and
potential future adventurisms. Liberal explanations of the invasion often focus on the
democracy-authoritarian divide as the cause of conflict. However, the explanation is not sound
as both Ukraine and Russia are hybrid regimes. Meanwhile, realist explanations focus on
Russia’s attempts to maintain a sphere of interest. These explanations are not sound either, as
the Russian invasion would have led to new neighbors (Finland) joining NATO while risking
the leverage of proxy conflict that has been preventing Ukraine’s NATO membership. The
claim of this dissertation is that the ontological security theory can explain why Russia invaded
Ukraine. While the ontological security theory, through lenses of routines (Mitzen, 2006),
status-seeking (Skey, 2010), and ontic space (Ejdus, 2017) can adequately explain overall



Russian politics towards Ukraine, it cannot yet explain why would Russia invade in 2022, and
not in 2014. The thesis aims to offer an explanation for issues of timing in the OSS by creating
a trigger-trauma nexus. The Russian national identity, formed during Yeltsin and early Putin
administrations, is based on past traumas that are all narrativized as coming from the West
(Kazharski, 2019), and as such it embeds to a degree the behavior of actors (Narozhna, 2020).
Triggers, or events reminiscent of the past such as the Sea Breeze exercise, have thus been
misrecognized as prospective incursions, and have therefore led to the Russian brutal reaction,
fearing the potential impending trauma.

Keywords: ontological security, trauma, identity, Russian invasion of Ukraine, Russia



