
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Doctoral Programme The Humanities and Social Sciences 2021/22 

THEORIES OF SOCIETY 

Schedule of Lectures and Seminars 
 

 
Academic year 2021/22  
Weekly sessions: Tuesdays, 17-20h  
Location: Lecture room 7  
 

Lectures 

 

1. October 26, 2021  
 
Prof. dr. Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela, prof. dr. Igor Lukšič, prof. dr. Marko Milosavljević, prof. 
dr. Peter Stanković  
 
Introduction to the Course  
 
Meeting with four course coordinators.  

 

2. November 2, 2021  
 
Peter Stanković (University of Ljubljana)  
 
Peter Stanković (1970) is Professor at Department of Cultural Studies, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. 
He specializes in cultural studies, film studies, popular music, food studies and identity politics. His 
recent publications include a monograph on the history of Slovenian cinematography and several 
articles on popular music heritage, food as a medium of cultural exchange, and mechanisms of symbolic 
exclusion of immigrants from the other former Yugoslav republics in Slovenia.  

 
Rancière and the Politics of Aesthetics  
 
After Bourdieu's critique of art as a mechanism of reproduction of class differences, art has become 
almost something like an opponent in the critical project of cultural studies. In recent years, however, 
there is a notable surge of voices that argue that art could be understood as an important tool of 
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emancipatory politics as well. One of the most important theorists, who think in this way, is Jacques 
Rancière. His work is based on a synchronic and diachronic analysis of three different regimes of art that 
constitute three different relationships toward society. These regimes are ethical, representative in 
aesthetic. According to Rancière, it is only the aesthetic regime that is connected to life and therefore 
capable of changing it (together with wider social circumstances).  

 
Reading:  
. Jacques Rancière (2006): The Politics of Aesthetics: The Distribution of the Sensible. London: 
Continuum. Str.20–30. https://selforganizedseminar.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/rancic3a8re-jacques-
politics-aesthetics-distribution-sensible-new-scan.pdf  

 

3. November 9, 2021  
 
Igor Lukšič (University of Ljubljana) 
  
Igor Lukšič is Professor of Political Science at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana. He is 
head of the Department of Political Theory at the Faculty of Social Sciences. His research includes 
political theory, political anthropology and history of political ideas.  

 
Apolitical Democracy  
 
Democracy has always been a political project with a great goal to widen emancipation of the individual 
and of the people. Neoliberalism transformed that project in a-political or even anti-political with 
making democracy just a formal technique. The lecture will present contradictions of the democratic 
project in a modern period through ideas of Kant, Hegel and Marx. From the introduction of capitalism, 
the process of concentration of capital has always required a concentration of political power: at the 
beginning on the level of nation-state, in some cases in the form of state-capitalism and dictatorship, 
today more and more in the hands of different institution of the “international community”. Can 
democracy as emancipatory and political project survive?  
 
Reading:  
. Charles S. Maier: Democracy since the French Revolution. In: Dunn, John. 1992. (ed.) The Unfinished 
Journey 508 BC ad 1993.Oxford University Press, Oxford, New York, Cape Town. (125-151) (Text is 
available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 
  

 

4. November 16, 2021  
 
Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela (University of Ljubljana) 
 
Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela is a professor of the Sociology of Work and Economic Sociology at the  
University of Ljubljana’s, Faculty of Social Sciences. Her teaching and research activities are in the filds of 
industrial relations, work and organisation, gender. From 1999-2001 she was a visiting scholar at the 
London School of Economics and Political Sciences (at the department of Industrial Relations). Since 
2003 she is the coordinator of the national center for Eurofound at FSS. Since 2004 she is a member of 
the Network of Experts in the Fields of Employment, Social Inclusion and Gender Equality Issues 

https://selforganizedseminar.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/rancic3a8re-jacques-politics-aesthetics-distribution-sensible-new-scan.pdf
https://selforganizedseminar.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/rancic3a8re-jacques-politics-aesthetics-distribution-sensible-new-scan.pdf


 

 

(European Commission). From 2011 she is an associate editor and from 2015 an editor of Social politics 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994).  

 
Platform Capitalism 
 
In recent decades, we have seen accelerated development of platform economy characterized by global 
presence of new forms of work organization supported by information and telecommunications 
technology. The trend of rapid growth and the success of the business model of platform economy are 
based on the destandardization and precarization of work and the externalization of business operating 
costs and risks. As the new type of economy deepens the unequal power relations between labor and 
capital,  the concept of "platform capitalism" is used to describe current economic and social changes 
(Srnicek, 2017; Kenney and Zysman, 2016; Langley and Leyshon, 2017; Murillo et al., 2017. Wark (2004, 
2019) focuses on the new class arrangement - the emergence of a new ruling class - “vectorial 
capitalists”, whose power is provided by privatization and control over information and »hacker class« 
that faces difficulties of solidarity building in the situation of the emergence of a more aggressive labour 
rationalization and commodification.  
 

Reading: 
. Wark, McKenzie. 2019. The Capital is Dead. London, New York: Verso 
. McKenzie Wark in conversation with Natasha Lennard, for the book launch of Wark’s “Capital Is Dead: 
Is This Something Worse?”, Oct 15, 2019. Available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wBZVEnqocI)  

 

5. November 23, 2021  
 
Mark Deuze (University of Amsterdam) 
 
Mark Deuze is Professor of Media Studies at the University of Amsterdam’s (UvA) Faculty of 
Humanities, with honorary appointments at the Faculty of Journalism at Lomonosov Moscow 
State University, Russia, the School of Communication of the University of Technology Sydney, 
Australia, and the Department of Communication and Media Studies of Northumbria 
University, United Kingdom. Before that he worked as a journalist and academic in the United 
States, Germany and South Africa. He is also the bass player and singer of Skinflower.  
 
Media are to us as water is to fish. This does not mean life is determined by media - it just 
suggests that whether we like it or not, every aspect of our lives takes place in media, and that 
our engagement with media in many ways contributes to our chances of survival. Part of this 
kind of life is coming to terms with a supersaturation of media messages and machines in 
households, workplaces, shopping malls, bars and restaurants, and all the other in-between 
spaces of today's world. Research in countries as varied as the United States, Brazil, South 
Korea, The Netherlands, and Finland consistently shows how through the years more of our 
time gets spent using media, and how concurrent media exposure and a subsequent near-
permanent orientation toward media has become a banal feature – both of everyday life, and 
of the various ways in which contemporary society functions.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wBZVEnqocI


 

 

There is no outside to media anymore. This idea, as fundamental as it is mundane, is a feature 
of modern life, especially in the current context of the global coronavirus crisis. Media (and 
communication) studies, as an academic post-discipline or ‘intellectual trading zone’ (Waisbord 
2019: 127) where many different theories and methods come together, is the place where we 
define the key concepts, where we ask the fundamental questions, and where we conduct the 
crucial research necessary to describe and understand our life in media. In this presentation 
and book, an analysis of life in media is offered along eight key areas of discussion, 
contestation, and social import: living in, rather than with media; defining media as 
infrastructures through which we collectively make (and make sense) of life; considering life in 
a connected and networked world; exploring the consequences of living in public (versus the 
expectation of privacy); discussing the struggle over what is real and true; the challenge of 
finding and managing meaningful relationships in and through media; engaging with the world 
in order to change it; and making our own media. 
 
Reading: 
. Mark Deuze (2011): Media Life. Media, Culture & Society 33(1) 137 –148. (Text is available at Study 
Materials section of the course at Web Office) 

. Deuze, Mark (2022; forthcoming): (Media Studies for a) Life in Media. Boston: MIT Press. (This 
is a DRAFT version of the opening chapter of my forthcoming 'Life in Media' book with MIT 
Press. This is a work in progress, no one has ever seen it, and cannot be cited/distributed. 
However, I'd love to get students' responses on it, and have a discussion with them. Feel free to 
share it with them with the instruction to provide me feedback/ask me questions/be critical  
). (Text is available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 
 
 

6. December 7, 2021  
 
Tihomir Cipek (University of Zagreb) 
 
Prof. Cipek is a political scientist, full time professor, and the Head of the Croatian Politics Department 
at the Faculty of Political Science. In 2006 he won the Croatian National Award for Science. He was a 
visiting professor and researcher at the University of Göttingen, Marburg an der Lahn, Vienna, Bonn, 
Bratislava, London, Ljubljana and at the Institute for the Science of Man in Vienna. He is a member of 
the International Editorial Board of "The International Encyclopedia of Political Science" published by 
APSA. He is also a member of the editorial board of the journal "Annals - Croatian Political Science 
Association," and "Journal of Contemporary History", is also a member of the Editorial Council of the 
"Yearbook-Faculty of Political Science-University of Belgrade" and "Yearbook-Faculty of Political Science-
University of Sarajevo." The subject of his research interests are political ideologies, comparative politics 
and European studies. He has written two books and is the editor and co-editor of seven books. Apart 
from Croatian, he also publishes texts in German, English and Polish. 

 
Ideology of Russian Conservatives  
 
The lecture will point to the main features of the relationship with the West in the ideology of the 
Russian Conservatives. First of all, it will be pointed to the differences in the understanding of the West 



 

 

between the "Westerners" and the "Slavophiles". Than Dostoyevsky's ideas will be presented i.e. it will 
be explained why those ideas were popular among the German theoreticians of the conservative 
revolution. In the second part, the ideas of Nobel prize winner Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and the ideas of 
Oscar winner Nikita Mihalkov will be demonstrated. It will be explained why they believe in 
"enlightened conservatism" and respect Vladimir Putin's statehood. Finally, through the reconstruction 
of Putin's policy of history his understanding of the Russian nation will be elucidated. It will be argued 
that Putin is actually “Eurofile” rather than "Slavophile“ – Putin does not support the idea of Eurasia as 
well as the ideology of Aleksandr Dugin.   

 
Reading:  
. Tihomir Cipek: Ruske politike povijesti i Oktobarska revolucija. Politička misao, 2018. (Text is available 
at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 

 

7. December 14, 2021  
 
Damian Tambini (London School of Economics) 
 
Prof. Tambini is Academic expert on media policy and law. He is also author of Media Freedom (Polity 
2021) and co-editor of Digital Dominance and Codifying Cyberspace (Routledge, 2008). He has also 
published multiple books and peer-reviewed articles on topics of media law, freedom of expression, 
journalism, copyright, media self-regulation, tech giants, political communication. Presently, he works as 
Associate Professor and Distinguished Policy Fellow at London School of Economics and Political Science.  

 
A Theory of Media Freedom 
 
In the lecture I will summarise the argument of my 2021 book: “Media Freedom” which argues that 
democracies need to work together to agree a new theory of media freedom, in order to provide a 
coherent normative and legal framework for media policy, and bringing social media within a new social 
contract of conditional liberty. 

 
Reading: Damian  
Tambini: What is Journalism? The Paradox of Media Privilege (Text is available at Study Materials 
section of the course at Web Office) 
and 

https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/politics/online-safety-bill-social-media-platforms-
government-pariament 

 

8. December 21, 2021  
 
Marko Milosavljević (University of Ljubljana) 
 
Marko Milosavljevič is a Full Professor, Ph.D., at the Department of Journalism at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He was a Head of the Department from 2008 until 2012.  
He is a Vice-Chair of the Committee of Experts on Media Environment and Reform (MSI-REF) at the 
Council of Europe, the chair of Communications Law and Policy section of European Communication 

https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/politics/online-safety-bill-social-media-platforms-government-pariament
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/politics/online-safety-bill-social-media-platforms-government-pariament


 

 

Research and Education Association (ECREA) and a member of the Core Experts Group for Media and 
Culture (EENCA), advising European Commission on culture and media policy (2016-2020).  
He was interviewed and quoted in publications such as The New York Times, Financial Times, Reuters, Al 
Jazeera English, Euronews, Le Monde, Liberation, La Croix, Radio France, Deutsche Welle, ARD, ZDF, Der 
Standard, Falter, Politico, Euractiv, Bloomberg, L'Espresso, Balkan Insight, Polish digital Višegrad Insight, 
Czech daily Britske Listy, Swedish public radio, Swedish commercial television TV4, Swedish daily 
newspaper Dagens Nyheter, Dutch newspaper de Volkkrant, and others. 
 
He is a member of Horizon2020 project EMBEDDIA, researching artificial intelligence in the media and 
newsrooms, where he takes the position of manager for Ethics & Policy, Dissemination and journalism.  
 
He spoke at the conferences and as keynote speaker at conferences at MIT Boston, National Press Club 
in Washington D.C., Ryerson University Toronto, St. Johns University New York, Katholieke Universiteit 
Leuven, London School of Economics, Central European University Budapest, Munich LMU University, 
Complutense Madrid, Lusofona Lisbon, Lund University, at conferences by European Commission, 
UNESCO, ECREA, IAMCR, ICA, the Council Of Europe, European Parliament and others. 
 
Journalism and Artificial Intelligence - key issues, potential and threats 
 
One of the key developments of journalism in the digital age is the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) , 
algorithms, automation and related tools within the journalistic gathering of information, verification, 
production, distribution, and promotion. Some assessments of AI in newsrooms state that AI and 
particularly automation brings the potential to augment journalism by freeing journalists up from 
routine tasks and saving time for creative work, by aiding newsrooms to find relevant stories in large 
data that might be overlooked by human agency, and by tailoring news to be of interest and relevance 
to the public. 
 
There are also concerns exemplifying the deskilling and increased layoffs, legal and ethical problems, 
further commodification of news through mass personalization, and greater degradation of professional 
journalism as opposed to either automation or mass amateurisation. 
 
The lecture focuses on epistemological implications for each stage of journalistic creation and potential 
challenge for “the ideal-typical values” in journalistic professional ideology, and is based on research in 
newsrooms and with key editors and directors of newsrooms and digital at media companies such as 
New York Times, Bloomberg, Associated Press, AFP, BBC, The Guardian, Der Spiegel, L'Express, ARD, and 
Financial Times. On the basis of these interviews the assessment of journalism and professional values 
are analyzed with respect to future developments of news institutions. 
 

Reading:  
. Milosavljevič, Marko, Vobič, Igor. Human still in the loop : editors reconsider the ideals of professional 
journalism through automation. Digital journalism. 2019, vol. 7, iss. 8, str. 1098-1116. (Text is available 
at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 
. Milosavljevič, Marko, Vobič, Igor. "Our task is to demystify fears" : analysing newsroom management 
of automation in journalism. Journalism. 2019, vol. , no. , 19 (Text is available at Study Materials section 
of the course at Web Office) 
 
 



 

 

9. January 4, 2022  
 
Reiner Winter (Alpen-Adria-Universität Klagenfurt) 
 
Rainer Winter is Professor of Media and Cultural Theory at the Institute for Media and 
Communications, Alpen-Adria-Universität Klagenfurt (Austria). His background is in sociology, 
psychology and philosophy. He is the (co-)author and (co-)editor of more than 30 books and co-
editor of Theory, Culture and Society. Explorations in Critical Social Science (London: Sage). 
 
From Social Interaction to Digital Networking: Processes of Mediatization and the 
Transformation of the Self 
 
According to the tradition of pragmatism and symbolic interactionism, the social self 
constitutes by social interaction. After explaining this connection, the here presented 
contribution analyses the consequences of audio-visual mediatization in the last decades of the 
20th century and the implications of digital mediatization in the 21st century for the self which 
is put into question by these developments. It is made obvious that there happen media-
induced transformations of the self. Nevertheless, it is still of great significance for initiating 
creative processes and the possibility of emancipation. 
 
Reading:  
. Harcourt, Bernard (2015) Exposed. Desire and Disobedience in the Digital Age. Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press, Chapter 8. (The book is available trough DIKUL). 
 
 

10. January 11, 2022  
 
Matthias Wieser (University of Klagenfurt) 
 
Matthias Wieser is Associate Professor at the Department of Media and Communications at the 
University of Klagenfurt. After studying Sociology, History and German Philology at the RWTH Aachen 
University (D), he received his MA in Cultural Studies from Goldsmiths College, Universityof London (UK) 
and his PhD in Sociology from the University of Klagenfurt. Before joining Klagenfurt in 2007 he was 
Lecturer in the Department of Sociology of RWTH Aachen University. Further he has been Visiting Fellow 
at the Mobile Media Lab, Concordia University Montreal in 2015 and at the Institute for Culture and 
Society, University of Western Sydney in 2016/17. His research focus is on cultural studies, science and 
technology studies, media studies as well as cultural and social theory. 

 
Hackathons and the new spirit of digital capitalism 
 
Since the last twenty years, hackathons have spread from a technologically focused event into different 
social domains. It is a collaborative, yet competitive event format in which several teams work in a 
limited amount of time to find solutions to "challenges" posed by the host companies, institutions or 
organisations. Besides the original technology-centred format in which people "hack" in order to work 
on problems in computer and software programming, the format has diffused in entrepreneurial and 



 

 

civic contexts. The talk will concentrate on theme-centred hackathons that deal with far-reaching 
societal problems such as climate change or the ongoing Corona pandemic. I will situate the case of 
hackathons in debates around the innovation complex and the creativity dispositif, the new spirit of 
(digital) capitalism and the Californian ideology. 

 
Reading: 
. Zukin, Sharon and Papadantonakis, Max (2018): Hackathons as co-optation ritual. Socializing workers 
and institutionalizing innovation in the ‘New’ economy. In: Kalleber, Arne L./Vallas, Steven P. (Hg.): 
Precarious Work. Causes, Characteristics, and Consequences. Bingley: Emerald. 157-182. (Text is 
available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 

 

11. January 18, 2022 
 
Ann Shola Orloff (Northwestern University) 
 
Ann Shola Orloff is Professor of Sociology and Political Science and Board of Lady Managers of the 
Colombian Exposition Chair at Northwestern University; earlier in her career, she was Professor of 
Sociology at University of Wisconsin-Madison and visiting professor at the European University Institute 
in Florence. Orloff’s research and publications focus on gendered social policies, states and feminist 
politics in the developed world, social theory and historical, comparative and global social science. She is 
also past President of the Social Science History Association and of RC 19, the Research Committee on 
Poverty, Social Welfare and Social Policy of the International Sociological Association, and was a founder 
of Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State and Society.  

 
Transformations of the Gendered State 
 
States (and their “many hands”) are gendered institutions; they have helped to reproduce, 
reconstitute, and reshape masculine domination through personnel, practices, law, policy, 
citizenship criteria, and the creation of public/private splits. The welfare state – or systems of 
social provision and regulation – has been one key site of these processes, although other state 
institutions are also important to masculine power (e.g., finance, military, police). If, 
historically, states have helped to constitute and reproduce masculine domination, is it possible 
for modern states to help to undermine gender hierarchies? Have they done so? In this lecture, 
I will illustrate some of the ways in which gendered systems of social provision and regulation 
have been transformed over the last half century, with a focus on the US and Sweden. 
 
Reading: 
 
. Htun, Mala and Laurel Weldon, "States and Gender Justice," in Kimberly J. Morgan and Ann 
Shola Orloff, eds, The Many Hands of the State: Theorizing Political Authority and Social Control 
(Cambridge, 2017). 
 
. Orloff, Ann Shola and Marie Laperriere (2021), “Gender” in Daniel Beland et al, eds, Oxford 
Handbook of the Welfare State, second edition, forthcoming. 
 



 

 

. Orloff, Ann Shola (2017) “Gendered States Made and Remade: Gendered Labor Policies in the 
United States and Sweden, 1960–2010” in Kimberly J. Morgan and Ann Shola Orloff, eds, The 
Many Hands of the State: Theorizing Political Authority and Social Control (Cambridge, 2017). 
 

Seminars 
  

1. January 25, 2022 
 
Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela  
 
. Jones, Pip in Bradbury, Liz (2018): Introducing social theory. Third Edition. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

(Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal) 
 

2. February 1, 2022  
 
Igor Lukšič  
 
. Pierre Rosanvallon (2008): Counter-Democracy. Politics in an Age of Distrust. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal) 

 

3. February 15, 2021  
 
Peter Stanković  
 
. Chris Barker (2002): Making Sense of Cultural Studies. Central Problems and Critical Debates. London, 

Sage, pp. 45–85 in 108–175. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal) 
. Smith, Philip in Riley, Alexander (2009): Cultural Theory: An introduction (Second Edition). Malden: 

Blackwell, pp. 195–206 in 262–279. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ 
portal) 
 

4. February 22, 2021  
 
Marko Milosavljević  
 
. Victor Pickard (2020): Democracy Without Journalism? Confronting the Misinformation Society. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal) 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Required readings:  
 

1. Jones, Pip; Bradbury, Liz (2018): Introducing social theory. Third Edition. Cambridge: 
Polity Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal).  

2. Pierre Rosanvallon (2008): Counter-Democracy. Politics in an Age of Distrust. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ 
portal) 

3. Chris Barker (2002): Making Sense of Cultural Studies. Central Problems and Critical 
Debates. London, Sage, pp. 45–85 in 108–175. (Book is available in our library of online 
through COBISS+ portal) 

4. Smith, Philip in Riley, Alexander (2009): Cultural Theory: An introduction (Second 
Edition). Malden: Blackwell, pp. 195–206 in 262–279. (Book is available in our library of 
online through COBISS+ portal) 

5. Victor Pickard (2020): Democracy Without Journalism? Confronting the Misinformation 
Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press. (Book is available in our library of online 
through COBISS+ portal) 

6. Victor Pickard: Democracy Without Journalism? Confronting the Misinformation Society 
(Oxford University Press, 2020).  
 

 



 

 

 
 
Course Requirements and final examination:  
 
The course is structured in four lectures by four course coordinators, invited guest talks and 
four concluding seminars with coordinators. The course outline indicates the required readings 
for each meeting. Each class meeting will combine lecture, discussion and students' responses 
to the readings. All readings listed above are required readings and are to be read prior to the 
class meeting. Students can use their initiative and seek out additional scholarly and non-
scholarly resources. Students are expected to attend all lectures and seminars and each student 
should respond to the weekly readings by contributing a position paper - between 300-400 
words.  
 
Evaluation is based on the participation and a final examination. In the two-hour exam, 
students will receive four problem questions. Performance evaluation will be based on four 
short essays that respond to four questions referring to the assigned readings. We expect 
students to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the required texts and exhibit a 
method of critical analysis at an advanced level. Each of the four essays will be graded 
separately by four coordinators of the course. Students are required to perform satisfactorily in 
all four essays and receive a minimum grade 6 at each of the four short essays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


