
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Doctoral Programme Humanities and Social Sciences 2022/23 

THEORIES OF SOCIETY 

Schedule of Lectures and Seminars 
 

Academic year 2022/23  
Weekly sessions: Tuesdays (or Wednesday), 17-20h  
Location: FDV (see rooms in timetable) 

 

1. Lecture on October 25, 2022  
 
Prof. dr. Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela, prof. dr. Igor Lukšič, prof. dr. Marko Milosavljević, prof. 
dr. Peter Stanković  
 
Introduction to the Course  
 
Meeting with four course coordinators.  

 

2. Lecture on November 2, 2022 
 
Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela (University of Ljubljana) 
 
Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela is a professor of the Sociology of Work and Economic Sociology at the  
University of Ljubljana’s, Faculty of Social Sciences. Her teaching and research activities are in the filds of 
industrial relations, work and organisation, gender. From 1999-2001 she was a visiting scholar at the 
London School of Economics and Political Sciences. Since 2003 she is the coordinator of the national 
center for Eurofound at UL. Since 2004 she is a member of the Network of Experts in the Fields of 
Employment, Social Inclusion and Gender Equality Issues (European Commission). From 2011 she is an 
associate editor and from 2015 an editor of Social politics: International Studies in Gender, State and 
Society (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994).  

 
Platform Capitalism 
 
In recent decades, we have seen accelerated development of platform economy characterized by global 
presence of new forms of work organization supported by information and telecommunications 
technology. The trend of rapid growth and the success of the business model of platform economy are 
based on the destandardization and precarization of work and the externalization of business operating 
costs and risks. As the new type of economy deepens the unequal power relations between labor and 
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capital,  the concept of "platform capitalism" is used to describe current economic and social changes 
(Srnicek, 2017; Kenney and Zysman, 2016; Langley and Leyshon, 2017; Murillo et al., 2017. Lecture will 
present the theoretical debate on the current state of the global economic system and implications for 
(re) distribution of social and economic power.  

Readings: 
Kanjuo Mrčela, A. 2022. In search of the Good Life: Weaknesses of the Ever-stronger Global 
Platform Economy. Theory and Practice. Vol 59. Issue 3. Ljubljana: FDV UL 
(Text is available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 

 

3. Lecture on November 8, 2022 
 
Igor Lukšič (University of Ljubljana) 
  
Igor Lukšič is Professor of Political Science at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana. He is 
head of the Department of Political Theory at the Faculty of Social Sciences. His research includes 
political theory, political anthropology and history of political ideas.  

 
Apolitical Democracy  
 
Democracy has always been a political project with a great goal to widen emancipation of the individual 
and of the people. Neoliberalism transformed that project in a-political or even anti-political with 
making democracy just a formal technique. The lecture will present contradictions of the democratic 
project in a modern period through ideas of Kant, Hegel and Marx. From the introduction of capitalism, 
the process of concentration of capital has always required a concentration of political power: at the 
beginning on the level of nation-state, in some cases in the form of state-capitalism and dictatorship, 
today more and more in the hands of different institution of the “international community”. Can 
democracy as emancipatory and political project survive?  
 
Readings:  
. 
Charles S. Maier: Democracy since the French Revolution. In: Dunn, John. 1992. (ed.) The Unfinished 
Journey 508 BC ad 1993.Oxford University Press, Oxford, New York, Cape Town. (125-151) (Text is 
available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 
  

4. Lecture on November 15, 2022 
 
Bojan Vranić (University of Belgrade) 
 
Bojan Vranić (PhD) is an associate professor at University of Belgrade – Faculty of Political 
Sciences. His research interests are analytical political philosophy (conceptual structure of 
political theories), political ideologies (populism studies) and political culture (preservation and 
changes of cultural patterns of political behavior). He published papers in various journals, 
edited volumes and is a co-author on a monography on introduction to political culture studies. 
 
Essentially contested concepts in conceptual analysis 
 



 

 

For decades now, the syntagm “essentially contested concepts” has become a meta concept for 
some of the key ideas in political theory, such as democracy, justice, power, or liberty. First 
introduced by W. B Gallie in 1956, the idea was to have a common designator for the concepts 
that, despite having a clear definition, their use is a subject of endless debates. Later, the idea 
of essential contestedness evolved (in the works of Lukes, Connolly, Gray, etc.), serving rather 
as a feature of the concept than as a sociological description in use. It also became a useful 
analytical tool in examining, comparing, and valuating different approaches and definitions to a 
concept in use. The aim of the lecture is to explicate how essentially contested concepts can be 
used in a research design and what are the benefits of leaving concepts open for structural 
modifications.  
 
 
Readings: 
 
W. B. Gallie. 1956. Essentially Contested Concepts. Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, New 
Series, Vol. 56 (1955 - 1956), pp. 167-198. Blackwell Publishing on behalf of The Aristotelian 
Society 
(Text is available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 
 

5. Lecture on November 22, 2022  
 
Johannes Brinkmann  (BI Norwegian Business School, Oslo)  
 
After studying sociology and other subjects at the universities of Münster (W Germany) and 
Oslo (Norway), Johannes Brinkmann took his PhD (Münster university) and worked to begin 
with mainly at the University of Oslo (depts of sociology and then dept of sociology of law). 
Since 1992 he has been affiliated with the BI Norwegian Business School (assoc prof 1992-2002, 
full prof 2003-2020, prof emeritus 2020+) and in addition for a shorter period with the 
University of Tromsø 2017-2019 (prof II). See for more information https://www.bi.no/om-
bi/ansatte/institutt-for-strategi-og-entreprenorskap/johannes-brinkmann/  
  
Sociology: Applicable? Applied?  
 
This presentation tries an auto-biographical and self-critical investigation of how I migrated 
from general university sociology to applicable/applied sociology, to research-based teaching in 
a business school context. Especially three areas serve as examples: Critical sociology of 
morality, sociology of risk and insurance, educational theatre and role theory.  
 
Readings: 
 
Brinkmann,  Johannes. 2017.  Nathan the Wise. Addressing enlightenment, wisdom, and 
tolerance, Journal of Business Ethics Education, 2017, 14, 179-198 
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Brinkmann,  Johannes and Ken Peattie. 2005. Exploring Business School Ethics, Journal of 
Business Ethics Education 2005, 2, 151-170. 
 
(Texts are available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 
 

6. Lecture on November 29, 2022  
 
Tihomir Cipek (University of Zagreb) 
 
Prof. Cipek is a political scientist, full time professor, and the Head of the Croatian Politics Department 
at the Faculty of Political Science. In 2006 he won the Croatian National Award for Science. He was a 
visiting professor and researcher at the University of Göttingen, Marburg an der Lahn, Vienna, Bonn, 
Bratislava, London, Ljubljana and at the Institute for the Science of Man in Vienna. He is a member of 
the International Editorial Board of "The International Encyclopedia of Political Science" published by 
APSA. He is also a member of the editorial board of the journal "Annals - Croatian Political Science 
Association," and "Journal of Contemporary History", is also a member of the Editorial Council of the 
"Yearbook-Faculty of Political Science-University of Belgrade" and "Yearbook-Faculty of Political Science-
University of Sarajevo." The subject of his research interests are political ideologies, comparative politics 
and European studies. He has written two books and is the editor and co-editor of seven books. Apart 
from Croatian, he also publishes texts in German, English and Polish. 

 
Neoliberalism and the State 

 

In the lecture the neoliberal understanding of the state will be presented. Namely, the neoliberal 

economic theories will argue that the state is the main source of the lack of freedom. In order to 

track the genealogy of this conviction the theories of Friedrich August von Hayek and Milton 

Friedman will be presented. As well, it will be shown which institutions were committed to 

spreading the new ideology of the market. For example, how and why it was not until 1964 that 

the Economics Prize began to be awarded – more precisely, what was its original title and what 

the descendant of Alfred Nobel spoke about this award. It will also be mentioned why the Nobel 

Prize winner Milton Friedman almost always wared the same tie in official performances? 

Moreover, why is the state perceived as the enemy of freedom? How has neoliberalism affected 

the political science? Why new capitalism celebrates unlimited consumption? What arguments 

are used against the change?  The lecture will try to give the answers on these questions. Finally, 

the Wolfgang Streeck's thesis that any economic theory is in fact an ideology that requires a 

redistribution of political power will be defended. 

 

Readings:  

 

Davies, William. 2016. The Neoliberal State: Power against ‘politics’. (Text is available at Study 
Materials section of the course at Web Office) 

 
 

 

 



 

 

7. Lecture on December 6, 2022 
 

 

Andrew Calabrese  (CU, University of Colorado – Boulder) 
 
Andrew Calabrese is a Professor of Media Studies and Director of Faculty Research Development at the 
University of Colorado’s College of Media, Communication and Information (CMCI). His research and 
publishing focus on media and citizenship, social movements, media literacy, media policy, and role of 
media in social justice activism. His recent research is about the intersections of media, culture and food 
justice, including matters of food sovereignty, food literacy and public knowledge about food systems.  
 
Liberalism’s disease: Civility above justice 
 
The erosion of liberal-democratic principles and practices has accelerated in recent years in many 
countries, as aggressors exploit liberalism’s ideals and procedures to gain power and close the door 
behind them. With particular attention to calls for civility in political communication, this lecture will 
explore a self-defeating practice of liberalism, namely, the use of appeals to civility to silence dissenting 
communication and expression about fundamental questions of social justice. Civility is unquestionably 
useful, but there are compelling reasons to assume that when calls for civility stem from asymmetrical 
efforts to regulate communication, the likelihood of unjust outcomes is increased significantly. This 
condition is a pathological affliction that is familiar to actually existing liberalism. 
 
Readings: Calabrese, A. (2015): Liberalism’s disease: Civility above justice. European Journal of 
Communication 1–15 DOI: 10.1177/0267323115595306 
  
Wolff, R.P., Moore, B., Jr., Marcuse, H. (1968): A critique of pure tolerance. Boston: Beacon Press. 
  (Text is available at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 

 

8. Lecture on December 13, 2022 
 
Marko Milosavljević (University of Ljubljana) 
 
Marko Milosavljevič is a Full Professor, Ph.D., at the Department of Journalism at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. He was a Head of the Department from 2008 until 2012.  
He is a Vice-Chair of the Committee of Experts on Media Environment and Reform (MSI-REF) at the 
Council of Europe, the chair of Communications Law and Policy section of European Communication 
Research and Education Association (ECREA) and a member of the Core Experts Group for Media and 
Culture (EENCA), advising European Commission on culture and media policy (2016-2020).  
He was interviewed and quoted in publications such as The New York Times, Financial Times, Reuters, Al 
Jazeera English, Euronews, Le Monde, Liberation, La Croix, Radio France, Deutsche Welle, ARD, ZDF, Der 
Standard, Falter, Politico, Euractiv, Bloomberg, L'Espresso, Balkan Insight, Polish digital Višegrad Insight, 
Czech daily Britske Listy, Swedish public radio, Swedish commercial television TV4, Swedish daily 
newspaper Dagens Nyheter, Dutch newspaper de Volkkrant, and others. He is a member of Horizon2020 
project EMBEDDIA, researching artificial intelligence in the media and newsrooms, where he takes the 
position of manager for Ethics & Policy, Dissemination and journalism.  He spoke at the conferences and 
as keynote speaker at conferences at MIT Boston, National Press Club in Washington D.C., Ryerson 
University Toronto, St. Johns University New York, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, London School of 



 

 

Economics, Central European University Budapest, Munich LMU University, Complutense Madrid, 
Lusofona Lisbon, Lund University, at conferences by European Commission, UNESCO, ECREA, IAMCR, 
ICA, the Council Of Europe, European Parliament and others. 

 
Journalism and Artificial Intelligence - key issues, potential and threats 

 
One of the key developments of journalism in the digital age is the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) , 
algorithms, automation and related tools within the journalistic gathering of information, verification, 
production, distribution, and promotion. Some assessments of AI in newsrooms state that AI and 
particularly automation brings the potential to augment journalism by freeing journalists up from 
routine tasks and saving time for creative work, by aiding newsrooms to find relevant stories in large 
data that might be overlooked by human agency, and by tailoring news to be of interest and relevance 
to the public. 
 
There are also concerns exemplifying the deskilling and increased layoffs, legal and ethical problems, 
further commodification of news through mass personalization, and greater degradation of professional 
journalism as opposed to either automation or mass amateurisation. 
 
The lecture focuses on epistemological implications for each stage of journalistic creation and potential 
challenge for “the ideal-typical values” in journalistic professional ideology, and is based on research in 
newsrooms and with key editors and directors of newsrooms and digital at media companies such as 
New York Times, Bloomberg, Associated Press, AFP, BBC, The Guardian, Der Spiegel, L'Express, ARD, and 
Financial Times. On the basis of these interviews the assessment of journalism and professional values 
are analyzed with respect to future developments of news institutions. 
 

Readings:  
 
 Milosavljevič, Marko, Vobič, Igor. Human still in the loop : editors reconsider the ideals of professional 
journalism through automation. Digital journalism. 2019, vol. 7, iss. 8, str. 1098-1116. (Text is available 
at Study Materials section of the course at Web Office) 
 
Milosavljevič, Marko, Vobič, Igor. "Our task is to demystify fears" : analysing newsroom management of 
automation in journalism. Journalism. 2019, vol. , no. , 19 (Text is available at Study Materials section of 
the course at Web Office) 
 

9. Lecture on December 20, 2022  
 

Susanna Paasonen 

 

Susanna Paasonen is Professor of Media Studies at University of Turku, Finland. With an 

interest in studies of sexuality, media and affect, she is the PI of the consortium “Intimacy in 

Data-Driven Culture” (the Strategic Research Council at the Academy of Finland, 2019-2025) 

and most recently the author of Many Splendored Things: Thinking Sex and Play (Goldsmiths 

Press 2018), NSFW: Sex, Humor and Risk in Social Media (with Kylie Jarrett and Ben Light, 

MITP 2019), Objectification: On the Difference Between Sex and Sexism (with Feona Attwood, 

Alan McKee, John Mercer and Clarissa Smith, Routledge 2020), Who’s Laughing Now? 

Feminist Tactics in Social Media (with Jenny Sundén, MITP 2020), Dependent, Distracted, 



 

 

Bored: Affective Formations in Networked Media (MITP 2021) and TechnoPharmacology (with 

Joshua Neves, Aleena Chia and Ravi Sundaram, Minnesota 2022). 

 

Ambiguous affect: excitements that make the self 

 

This talk builds on the premise that working with affect in cultural and social inquiry not only 

allows for but necessitates examinations of ambiguity for the reason that intensities registered in 

bodies refuse to be contained in neat taxonomies, despite the extent of efforts to achieve this. 

Ambiguity means that things are simultaneously both and so that they refuse to be pinned down 

to a singular perspective or outcome: such instability and multiplicity is evident in how 

intensities become differently registered in different bodies, and in how they consequently 

impact available ways of being in and making sense of the world. Working with ambiguity 

means holding onto mutually conflicting meanings and impacts without doing away with 

irreconcilable differences and tensions that cut through them. The unfixity, incongruity, and 

contingency of meaning that ambiguity entails, I suggest, crucially impacts the possibilities of 

interpreting and knowing in academic, corporate, and vernacular contexts alike.  Contra data 

capitalism’s polarizing and generalizing epistemologies, this talk is interested in the critical edge 

of ambiguity. 

 

Readings 

 

http://mediatheoryjournal.org/susanna-paasonen-distracted-present-golden-past/ (from 2020) 

 

10. Lecture on January 3, 2023 

 
Peter Stanković (University of Ljubljana)  
 
Peter Stanković (1970) is Professor at Department of Cultural Studies, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. 
He specializes in cultural studies, film studies, popular music, food studies and identity politics. His 
recent publications include a monograph on the history of Slovenian cinematography and several 
articles on popular music heritage, food as a medium of cultural exchange, and mechanisms of symbolic 
exclusion of immigrants from the other former Yugoslav republics in Slovenia.  

 
Rancière and the Politics of Aesthetics  
 
After Bourdieu's critique of art as a mechanism of reproduction of class differences, art has become 
almost something like an opponent in the critical project of cultural studies. In recent years, however, 
there is a notable surge of voices that argue that art could be understood as an important tool of 
emancipatory politics as well. One of the most important theorists, who think in this way, is Jacques 
Rancière. His work is based on a synchronic and diachronic analysis of three different regimes of art that 
constitute three different relationships toward society. These regimes are ethical, representative in 
aesthetic. According to Rancière, it is only the aesthetic regime that is connected to life and therefore 
capable of changing it (together with wider social circumstances).  

 
Readings:  
 

http://mediatheoryjournal.org/susanna-paasonen-distracted-present-golden-past/


 

 

Jacques Rancière (2006): The Politics of Aesthetics: The Distribution of the Sensible. London: Continuum. 
Str.20–30. https://selforganizedseminar.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/rancic3a8re-jacques-politics-
aesthetics-distribution-sensible-new-scan.pdf  

 
 

11. Lecture on January 10, 2023 
 
Barbara Hobson (Stocholm University) 
 
Barbara Hobson is a professor Emerita of Sociology at Stockholm University, having held the 
Professor’s Chair in sociology with a specialization in gender research for over 17 years. Her 
research has spanned a range of areas in political sociology, including welfare regimes, 
citizenship, social movements and diversity.   I have coordinated many international projects, 
three of which became seminal books in gender research: Making Men into Fathers: Men, 
Masculinities and the Politics of Fatherhood (Cambridge University Press, 2002); Recognition 
Struggles and Social Movement: Cultural Claims, Contested Identities and Power and Agency 
(Cambridge University Press 2003); and Worklife Balance: The Agency & Capabilities Gap 
(Oxford University Press 2014).  In her current work, I have integrated the capability framework 
into the field of the sociology of futures.  In 1994, Barbara Hobson together with Ann Orloff and 
Sonya Michel launched Social Politics: International Studies of Gender, State and Society 
(Oxford University Press), , where she is an emerita editor and member of SP board. 
 
Complex Inequalities in unsettled times  
 
This lecture will address complex inequalities, a concept that I and other sociologists have 
elaborated on to encompass the multi-dimensionality and multi-level aspects of inequality.  We 
underscore the importance of an intersectional lens on inequalities, but argue that global 
processes shaping inequalities necessitate a more dynamic framework that situates an actor in 
ever-changing temporal and spatial landscapes, salient in our era of unsettled and uncertain 
times. This perspective has been germane for my research on global processes shaping trans-
national migration of female workers in the domestic care sector, who not only sacrifice their 
future aspirations to support families back home, but also often have to leave their own 
children behind to care for the children of families in rich nations (this is addressed in reading 
one).  More generally, complex inequalities reflect differences in individual agency, capability 
and power embedded in layers of institutional, societal and cultural context.   I explore these 
differences and the challenges they pose for a more inclusive citizenship (addressed in the 
second reading assigned)   
 
Readings: 
 
Hobson B, Hellgren Z and Serrano I. Migrants, markets and domestic work: Do institutional 
contexts matter in the personal household service sector? Journal of European Social Policy, 
2018: https://doi.org/10.1177/0958928717753578 
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Hearn, J and Hobson, B. Gender, State and Citizenships, Challenges and dilemmas in Handbook 
of Political Sociololgy, eds. J, Misra and T. Janoski, Oxford University Press, forthcoming. 2018  
(sections) 
 
 

Seminars 
  

1. seminar on January 17, 2023 
 
Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrčela  
 
Readings: 

 
Jones, Pip in Bradbury, Liz (2018): Introducing social theory. Third Edition. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

(Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal) 
 

2. seminar on February 7, 2023  
 
Igor Lukšič  
 
Readings: 
Pierre Rosanvallon (2008): Counter-Democracy. Politics in an Age of Distrust. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal) 

 

3. seminar on February 14, 2023  
 
Peter Stanković  
 
Readings: 
Chris Barker (2002): Making Sense of Cultural Studies. Central Problems and Critical Debates. London, 

Sage, pp. 45–85 in 108–175. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+  
Smith, Philip in Riley, Alexander (2009): Cultural Theory: An introduction (Second Edition). Malden: 

Blackwell, pp. 195–206 in 262–279. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ 
portal) 
 

4. seminar on February 21, 2023  
 
Marko Milosavljević  
 
Readings: 
. Victor Pickard (2020): Democracy Without Journalism? Confronting the Misinformation Society. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal) 
 

 



 

 

Exam Readings:  

 
1. Jones, Pip; Bradbury, Liz (2018): Introducing social theory. Third Edition. Cambridge: 

Polity Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ portal).  

2. Pierre Rosanvallon (2008): Counter-Democracy. Politics in an Age of Distrust. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. (Book is available in our library of online through COBISS+ 
portal) 

3. Chris Barker (2002): Making Sense of Cultural Studies. Central Problems and Critical 
Debates. London, Sage, pp. 45–85 in 108–175. (Book is available in our library of online 
through COBISS+ portal) 

4. Smith, Philip in Riley, Alexander (2009): Cultural Theory: An introduction (Second 
Edition). Malden: Blackwell, pp. 195–206 in 262–279. (Book is available in our library of 
online through COBISS+ portal) 

5. Victor Pickard (2020): Democracy Without Journalism? Confronting the Misinformation 
Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press. (Book is available in our library of online 
through COBISS+ portal) 

 
Course Requirements and final examination:  
 
The course is structured in four lectures by four course coordinators, invited guest talks and 
four concluding seminars with coordinators. The course outline indicates the required readings 
for each meeting. Each class meeting will combine lecture, discussion and students' responses 
to the readings. All readings listed above are required readings and are to be read prior to the 
class meeting. Students can use their initiative and seek out additional scholarly and non-
scholarly resources. Students are expected to attend all lectures and seminars and each student 
should respond to the weekly readings by contributing a position paper - between 300-400 
words.  
 
Evaluation is based on the participation and a final examination. In the two-hour exam, 
students will receive four problem questions. Performance evaluation will be based on four 
short essays that respond to four questions referring to the assigned readings. We expect 
students to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the required texts and exhibit a 
method of critical analysis at an advanced level. Each of the four essays will be graded 
separately by four coordinators of the course. Students are required to perform satisfactorily in 
all four essays and receive a minimum grade 6 at each of the four short essays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


