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REGISTRATION OF A DOCTORAL DISSERTATION TOPIC

Application for the registration of the doctoral dissertation topic

Doctoral students have to submit a doctoral dissertation topic in a 2nd year of doctoral studies till the end of first, winter semester.  

Following the Article 39 in 40 of the Rules on the organisation and implementation of the Interdisciplinary doctoral study programme Humanities and Social Sciences an application for the registration of the doctoral dissertation topic must include:

1. Form Registration of a doctoral dissertation topic: form should be signed by supervisor, possible co-supervisor and coordinator of the study; 
2. Professional curriculum vitae: candidate's curriculum vitae with an emphasis on his/her work in the research field;
3. Bibliography: list of published scientific and other professional works;
4. 3-5 references of a potential supervisor and a potential co-supervisor in the field of the doctoral dissertation topic in the last 5 years;
5. Research data management plan in accordance with Article 50 of rules (see: Research data management planning - guidelines and plan);
6. Implementation plan that corresponds to the doctoral dissertation proposal and that realistically defines the time frame for researching and writing the doctoral dissertation;
7. Possible application to write in the English language;
8. Possible application to write the dissertation based on original scientific articles;
9. Possible consent or certificate of submission of the application to the Ethics Commission in the FSS field of research or other relevant commissions when the nature of the doctoral dissertation topic so requires.

The doctoral dissertation proposal must include: 

1. proposed dissertation title in Slovene and English; 
2. scientific field of the doctoral dissertation topic; 
3. a brief description of the content that the student will deal with; 
4. a precise definition of the research problem encompassing: 
· a brief overview of the specific research field and a presentation of previous research in the field of the topic and the purpose of the research; 
· clearly presented hypotheses or research questions with a brief explanation; 
· the research concept and a description of the research methods; - the definition of expected results and the original contribution to science; 
· brief structure of the doctoral dissertation in the form of an index of content; 
· a list of relevant references from the field of the dissertation topic. 

The doctoral dissertation proposal must be written and edited in accordance with the Guidelines for writing and editing professional and scientific works at FSS and encompass 3 to 7 pages of text (excluding sources, the structure of the dissertation in the form of an index of content). 


The student submits the application of the topic and the disposition of the doctoral dissertation in electronic form to the Student Affairs Office by e-mail to: doctoral.studies@fdv.uni-lj.si. After reviewing the application, the expert service forwards it for consideration to the next meeting of the Commission for Doctoral Studies of the FDV (the meeting is held once a month, except during the summer time).

Verification of the suitability of the application

The Committee for Doctoral Studies shall determine whether the student's application is complete. The Committee for Doctoral Studies shall be obliged to assess whether the doctoral dissertation proposal is appropriate for further consideration and contains all the elements referred to in Article 39 and 40 of rules. If the application for the registration of the doctoral dissertation complies with the rules, the Committee for Doctoral Studies shall propose to the Senate that it appoint a Doctoral studies Committee (DSC) and the supervisor as well as a potential co-supervisor. 

If the application for the registration of the doctoral dissertation does not comply with Articles 39 and 40, the Committee for Doctoral Studies shall invite the student to correct and supplement it within a specified period of time, which may not exceed one year. The supervisor, potential co-supervisor and study field coordinator shall also be informed about the return of the registration application. A student can submit a corrected or supplemented topic registration application only once. If the Committee for Doctoral Studies assesses within 30 days after the submission of a corrected or supplemented registration application that the latter complies with Articles 39 and 40, the Committee for Doctoral Studies shall propose that the Senate appoint a DSC and the supervisor as well as potential co-supervisor. 

If the DSC deems the corrected or supplemented application not to be suitable for further consideration, the application for the registration of the doctoral dissertation topic shall be rejected. The supervisor, potential co-supervisor and study field coordinator shall also be informed about the rejection of the registration application. After the rejection, the student may propose a new topic in accordance with the last paragraph of Article 39. At least 12 months must elapse between the rejection of the registration application and the new registration application. 


Presentation of the doctoral dissertation topic - first public doctoral presentation

The student shall be obliged to present their doctoral dissertation topic to the appointed members of the DSC at the first doctoral presentation where all members of DSC and the member of the Committee for Doctoral Studies or vice-dean who leads the presentation must be present. Other doctoral programme students as well as pedagogical and scientific staff of the faculty shall also be invited to the presentation. At the first doctoral presentation, the committee shall communicate written opinions as well as any proposals for improvement or supplementation of the doctoral dissertation proposal to the candidate and set a deadline for correction, which may not exceed 6 months. The committee shall communicate its suggestions for improvement only once. The first doctoral presentation may be repeated once at the request of the DSC. The minutes, which include comments and the deadline for supplementing the doctoral dissertation proposal, shall be signed by DSC members as appropriate. More information: First doctoral presentation - guidelines


Assessment of the suitability of the proposed topic

The DSC shall submit an assessment of the doctoral dissertation proposal to the FSS Committee for Doctoral Studies no later than one month after the presentation of the doctoral dissertation proposal or after the submission of the supplemented doctoral dissertation proposal. The written report on the assessment of the suitability of the proposed doctoral dissertation topic shall demonstrate the topicality of the topic and the expected contribution to science.

The DSC report shall be considered by the Committee for Doctoral Studies based on the authorisation of Senate, whereby the Committee for Doctoral Studies may: 

· confirm the positive report and send the proposal of the doctoral dissertation topic together with the material to the Committee for Doctoral Studies of the University of Ljubljana;
· set a deadline for the doctoral candidate by which the latter shall be obliged to change or supplement the doctoral dissertation proposal. 
· accept the negative assessment and reject the proposed topic. 

A rejected topic cannot be resubmitted. A candidate may submit a new topic registration application in accordance with Articles 39 and 40 of rules. The Committee for Doctoral Studies shall not be bound by the DSC assessment when deciding on the doctoral dissertation proposal. If the decision of the committee does not follow the assessment/assessments of the DSC, the committee shall be obliged to justify its decision.

A student may submit a doctoral dissertation topic for assessment in the same study field of the doctoral study programme by the time of the submission of the doctoral dissertation for assessment no more than twice. A student can re-submit an application for a new topic or an updated topic that they have submitted initially. second registration of the doctoral dissertation topic is charged according to the price list for enrolment fees and study contributions of the University of Ljubljana. 


More information:

Student Affairs Office
E-mail: doctoral.studies@fdv.uni-lj.si
Phone: +386 1 58 05 120
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