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We are pleased to invite you to the Slovenian Political Science Day 2025: »Political Power, Resistance and the (Im)
Possibility of Alliances«, co-organized by the Slovenian Political Science Association and the Political Science Department 
of the Faculty of Social Sciences. The event will take place on December 9 in Ljubljana at the Faculty of Social Sciences.

The third decade of the second millennium is marked by a series of crises that profoundly reshape the content and 
functioning of political power and political processes. The impact of technological, economic, and social changes, the 
emergence of new political movements-both reactionary and revolutionary-and the crisis of the international liberal order 
together create a new political reality that increasingly eludes existing conceptual frameworks of political thought. In a time 
defined by the so-called polycrisis, it is essential to rethink the fundamental assumptions about the political: what power is 
today and how it operates both at the micro level, within nation-states, and at the level of the international order.

If the famous Foucaultian statement holds true - that »where there is power, there is resistance« - then the task of 
contemporary political science is to examine precisely both the forms of power and the strategies and modalities of 
resistance. The existing order, which is disintegrating, has long been confronted with various forms of resistance. Different 
movements and political parties have been highlighting the structural contradictions of the liberal-capitalist system for 
decades. Although some acts of resistance have been occasionally successful, sustaining resistant practices over the 
long term appears increasingly difficult. In this context, the question of the (im)possibility of forming political alliances at the 
local, national, and international levels comes to the forefront again. The crisis of the international order concerns not only 
the legitimacy of global institutions but also the capacity of actors to coordinate effectively in opposition to it.

As Gramsci teaches us, hegemonic and counter-hegemonic projects are always built from the bottom up, through alliances 
among different social groups and classes. In recent decades, we have witnessed the collapse of numerous alter-globalist 
and anti-globalist movements, where the absence of organized structures has proven to be one of the key obstacles to 
sustained and effective resistance and the creation of alternative political and economic practices. Today, new alliances 
often coalesce around environmental issues, while identity struggles take center stage, and the question of class and class 
struggle disappears from central political debates.

This year’s political science conference will focus on issues related to the forms of political power, the contradictions of 
contemporary times, forms of resistance, and the (im)possibility of forming political alliances. In this context, we particularly, 
but not exclusively, invite contributions that address the following or related topics:

•	 What is resistance, and how can it be conceptualized today?
•	 How does power operate in times of crises and structural transformations in the 21st century?
•	 Which strategies of resistance are (still) possible?
•	 Movements or organizations - or both?
•	 The mediatization of resistance and its practices
•	 The individualization of resistance and the role of new technologies
•	 Resistance and alliances in times of individualization, consumerism, and alienation
•	 The breakdown of the international order and forms of resistance in the global community
•	 Building alliances for a new international order
•	 New political parties as manifestations of resistance
•	 The intertwining of knowledge/power - the role of science in co-shaping the polycrisis and the role of science in 

imagining alternatives.

We particularly welcome theoretical reflections and empirical research
as well as critical, interdisciplinary, and reflexive approaches to the topic.



We invite all interested researchers, pedagogues, doctoral students, undergraduate and postgraduate students, interested 
civil society organizations, members of the FSS and UL Alumni to participate in the meeting and contribute to the exchange 
of views and positions regarding the aforementioned challenges. At the same time, we also invite all those who would like 
to participate in SPD in discussions and other events to join us on December 9, 2025 at the Faculty of Social Sciences 
and to enrich our discussion with your participation.

Anyone interested can send a proposal for a panel/round table and/or paper by October 26, 2025.

Proposals for panels/roundtables should include:
	 -		 Panel/roundtable title and abstract (up to 400 words and six keywords)
	 -		 Name and surname and e-mail address of the moderator of the panel/round table
	 -		 Tentative list of participants (up to a maximum of five) with their e-mail addresses

Paper proposals should contain:
	 -		 Name and surname and e-mail address of the author
	 -		 Paper title and abstract (up to 250 words and six keywords)

Registration fee for the conference:
	 -		 Free for members of the association with paid membership fee for 2025
			  (the registration fee is included in the membership fee)
	 -		 40 euros for non-members of the association
	 -		 Undergraduate and postgraduate students and the unemployed free of charge
	 -		 As part of the conference, in addition to common coffee breaks with snacks, 
			  a common lunch will also be organized

The conference is organized bilingually: we invite contributions in Slovenian and English.

Potential participants can send a proposal for a panel/round table and/or paper to: melika.mahmutovic@fdv.uni-lj.si 
by October 26, 2025.

The conference is organized by the Slovenian Political Science Association and the Political Science Department of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences.

Cordially invited!

Doc.dr. Marko Hočevar (president of the Slovenian political science association)
Doc. dr. Jelena Juvan (head of the Department of Political Science, FSS, UL)


