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Invitation to a Townhall Meeting  
 

'Differentiated Integration and Migration: 
The Perception of Reality and Policy' 

 
a virtual event on 25 May 2021 between 18.00 and 19.30 CEST 

 
We hereby invite you to a Townhall Meeting on Differentiated Integration (DI) and 
Migration organised by the Centre of International Relations at the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Ljubljana (CIR) and the Trans European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA). 
 
The event will focus on the conceptualisation of Differentiated Integration (i.e. a process of 
integration in which the Member States opt to move forward at different speeds) and its 
practical implementation within the EU Migration Policy. It will include speakers from civil 
society, research, and EU institutions, who will share their first-hand experience in working 
with migrants and (co-)designing migration policies. 
 
The panellists (in alphabetical order) will include: 
 

 Ms. Ana Kristovič, Project Manager at ADRA Slovenia and Emergency Response 
Team (ERT) member of ADRA Slovenija Network. She mainly works in sectors of 
emergency response and international development cooperation as well as education 
(Global Citizenship Education). Her experience in the field of migration consists of 
managing domestic and international projects in Slovenia and Greece between 2015 
and 2018. Currently she is working on a domestic program of family reunification of 
refugees with international protection partnering with PIC and IOM (fundraising 
actions). Her wider experience in Emergency Response covers Network’s response to 
Cyclones Idai and Kenneth in Mozambique 2019 as a planning manager for the local 
team and response to the Croatia Earthquake 2020. 

 Mr. Michael Shotter, Director responsible for Migration, Protection and Visa in 
European Commission’s DG HOME. He was head of the unit responsible for civil 
justice policy and a member of the European Commission’s Legal Service for a number 
of years. He was also a Senior Legal Adviser in the private office of the European 
Commission’s President Jean-Claude Juncker and worked in the private office of 
Commissioner Viviane Reding. He has a degree in law from Cambridge University and 
a licence spéciale from the Institut d'Etudes européennes in Brussels. 

 dr. Funda Tekin, director of the Institut für Europäische Politik, a TEPSA Board 
Member, and a member of the team of researchers involved in the ‘DiCE – 
Differentiation: Clustering Excellence’ project. She holds a PhD from the Faculty of 
Management, Economics and Social Sciences at the University of Cologne. Her 
research focus includes EU-Turkey relations, differentiated integration of the 
European Union, area of freedom, security and justice, EU institutions, and 
Euroscepticism. She is the author of a book titled ‘Differentiated Integration at Work: 

https://adra.si/kdo-smo/ekipa/
https://adra.si/kdo-smo/ekipa/
https://adra.si/kdo-smo/ekipa/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/migration-and-home-affairs_en
http://iep-berlin.de/
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The Institutionalisation and Implementation of Opt-Outs from European Integration 
in the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice’ (Baden-Baden, Nomos Verlag, 2012). 

 Ms. Anita Tušar, a public relations officer at the European Parliament Liaison Office 
in Slovenia. Before joining the Ljubljana office last April, Anita had worked as a policy 
advisor on various parliamentary committees and interparliamentary delegations of 
the European Parliament for 15 years. Prior to Slovenia’s accession to the EU, she was 
a journalist at the Slovenian Press Agency reporting on EU accession negotiations and 
foreign policy. She graduated in French language and journalism at the Faculty of Arts 
and the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Ljubljana. She also holds a 
Master’s degree in European Political and Governance Studies from the College of 
Europe in Bruges. 

 Mr. Boštjan Videmšek, an award-winning journalist writing and reporting for some 
of the leading Slovenian written and electronic media, including Delo, and several 
European and US magazines. He has been covering the major international crises and 
wars since 1998. Videmšek is the author of six books, including Dispatches from the 
Frontlines of Humanity (by Cambridge) and Plan B: How Not to Lose Hope in the 
Times of Climate Crisis. He is also the European Climate Pact Ambassador. 

 

The discussion (in English) will be moderated by prof. dr. Zlatko Šabič from CIR. He is a 
Professor of International Relations at the University of Ljubljana, and the Director-General 
of the East Asia Resource Library (EARL), member of the University’s Network of Research 
and Infrastructual Centers (MRIC). Recently his research projects have touched upon 
Europe–East Asia relations, the Western Balkans, Central Europe, and international 
parliamentary relations and diplomacy. Currently he is working on a book project related to 
parliamentary diplomacy in East Asia. 
 
To register for the event, please, fill out this form. The registration will be open until 25 May 
2021. 
 
You can join the discussion here.  
 
 

The Townhall Meeting is organised in the framework of the project ‘DiCE – Differentiation: clustering 

excellence’. Funded by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme, 

DiCE establishes a large, open and inclusive research network designed to ensure that state-of-the-art 

research on differentiation is translated into policy advice made accessible to policy-makers at 

European, national and regional levels.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/slovenia/sl/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/slovenia/sl/
https://europa.eu/climate-pact/ambassadors/meet-our-ambassadors_en
https://www.1ka.si/a/341810
https://uni-lj-si.zoom.us/j/91479786095
https://www.dice.uio.no/
https://www.dice.uio.no/
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About CIR: Centre of International Relations at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of 
Ljubljana (CIR) conducts interdisciplinary research in the fields of international relations, 
international economics and international business, politics of international law, diplomacy 
and human rights, international organisations, and European integration. Members of the 
Centre are top-notch researchers, cooperating with numerous international scientific 
networks, such as TEPSA, EADI, WISC, EIBA, RESER, CEEISA, EISA, ISA, ECSA, IPSA, 
ECPR, ILA, and SGIR. CIR researchers are active in national, European, and international 
projects – publishing and widely disseminating their research results both in Slovenia and 
abroad. The Centre also issues several publications: the CIR Analyses and the Acta 
Diplomatica collections, as well as the Journal of International Relations and Development 
(an official journal of the Central and East European International Studies Association – 
CEEISA), which is published in cooperation with Palgrave. Connect with CIR on Linkedin or 
follow its activities on its website. 
 
About TEPSA: The Trans European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA) is the first trans-
European research network in the field of European affairs. It consists of 43 leading research 
institutes in the field of European affairs throughout 36 European countries, with an office in 
Brussels. TEPSA is an international non-profit association under Belgian law (AISBL) and 
was established in 1974. Ever since then it has steadily increased its membership in response 
to the enlargement rounds of the European Union. TEPSA’s aim is to provide high quality 
research on European integration based on a ‘Triple A’ approach: Analysis, Assessment and 
Advice in order to stimulate discussion on policies and political options for Europe. TEPSA 
and its member institutes have engaged in a two-fold approach providing expertise on EU 
policies and politics combined with a vast experience in organising and conducting EU-wide 
research, training and networks. With its decentralised approach, TEPSA combines the 
strengths of its members and enriches the results of their work. TEPSA exemplifies the 
‘bottom-up’ approach to European governance. TEPSA and its member institutes are a link 
between the EU and national level governments and the citizens. Connect with TEPSA on 
Twitter, Linkedin and Facebook or follow its activities on its website. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/centre-of-international-relations/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.fdv.uni-lj.si/en/research/research-centres/department-of-political-science/centre-of-international-relations
https://twitter.com/tepsaeu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tepsabrussels/
https://www.facebook.com/tepsa.eu/
https://www.tepsa.eu/

