
 
 

Dear participants, colleagues and friends! 

It is my sincere pleasure and honour to welcome you on behalf of all of us here in Ljubljana. We are a 

group of dedicated individuals from the chair and the centre of international relations who have done 

our best to make this three-day event a success in any possible way, in the circmustances influenced by 

the pandemic.  

Not many countries can claim the existence of a Chair of International Relations for such a long time 

as is the case in Slovenia. The discipline itself had been developing slowly, but it did grow, regardless 

of not-so-easy circumstances during the Cold War. Perhaps the biggest achievement of the Slovenian 

tradition of International Relations during the Cold War was that it survived the fall of the Berlin Wall 

with no ideological baggage. As a result, it was able to enter the post-Cold War period confidently 

enough for its experts to gradually begin creating room for further disciplinary development, both 

academically and organisationally. In addition to Professor Emeritus Vlado Benko, who is considered 

the founding father of International Relations in Slovenia, much of the development of International 

Relations was connected with Professor Bojko Bučar, the thematic speaker at the opening ceremony.  

The conference, which will take place from 7 to 9 October 2021, demonstates that the discipline and 

colleagues working in this field are active. This is evident already from the response to the invitation to 

the grand opening of the conference and the following event, the Ljubljana Lecture. We are proud that 

eminent representatives of all leading international academic associations for International Relations 

will join us. The domestic response has been equally impressive. The President of the Republic of 

Slovenia, Mr. Borut Pahor, also our alumnus, will share his thoughts about our anniversary. Mr. Milan 

Kučan, the first President of the Republic of Slovenia, will also honour us with his presence. In addition 

to the Rector of the University of Ljubljana, Professor Gregor Majdič, two former rectors of the 

University of Ljubljana will be present. Professor Iztok Prezelj, our Dean, will be accompanied by no 

less than ten former Deans of the Faculty of Social Sciences. We will also be joined by the former 

President of the Constitutional Court, the former Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia, and many 

other eminences, including several Slovenia’s ambassadors.  

The conference programme in front of you is the result of a joint effort of all colleagues, members of 

the Chair of International Relations. Our colleagues from abroad have joined us in this endeavour. In 

this context, I would like to thank the CEEISA that has been a partner in organising the conference. 

Then, there is the Ljubljana Lecture – another milestone in co-operation between the CEEISA and the 

Chair of International Relations. We are honoured that Professor Stefano Guzzini, one of the greatest 

IR thinkers of our time, also a Visiting Professor for a number of years in our MA in International 

Relations study programme, has agreed to be the first to hold the Lecture, which we shall make a 

tradition. Please do not miss it – in these trying times, an effort to reflect on the state of the world in 

which we live is needed more than ever.  

Of course, we work at a university, and of course, nothing can happen without students and their 

participation. In Ljubljana, too, we often invite them to take part in activities within our study 

programmes at all levels. For this conference, we have received much more help from our students than 

we could have hoped for. The protocol-logistics tasks have been taken over by Associate Professor 



Boštjan Udovič with a student team consisting of Eva Čoderl, Jelena Kovačević, and Anja Raduha. The 

complexity of many tasks in this field required even more students’ help so Rok Dolenc, Matevž Štepec, 

Juš Javornik in Žiga Vrevc Žlajpah stepped in. The leadership of the media and communication group 

has been assumed by Assistant Professor Jana Arbeiter, together with Dr. Iris Koleša and Eva Omahen, 

a student. The technical and IT support group is led by our doctoral student Ajda Hedžet. Her team 

consists of students Maja Đorđeski, Luka Radičević and Mark Anže Šuštar. Fresh holders of a BA in 

International Relations Amadej Petan, Tara Sergeja Kadunc, and Tadej Uršič have taken on the 

initiative to make a short documentary about the history of International Relations in Slovenia. The 

documentary, which is a rarity in itself, will premiere on 8 October at 6 p.m. The student group led by 

Luka Pečar Pahor, also our alumnus, will conduct an in-depth reflection on the position and role of 

students in the development of the discipline.  

Last but not least, the role of professional services in the preparation and implementation of the 

conference should be emphasised. The carrying out of many tasks has become easier with the support 

of Matej Zavrl, the Secretary of the Faculty. The help provided for this event by Nastja Dvoršek, Aleš 

Sulič, and Urban Resnik has been and will be indispensable. Ajda Zvonar and Erina Borovič from the 

PR service at the Faculty of Social Sciences work closely with the media and communication group, 

and Primož Hrvacki has proven to be an excellent example of the special kind of support we have been 

privileged to receive: a silent one, usually not noticed by others, but in practice, the preparation of the 

conference would have been much more difficult without it.  

A sincere thank you to all of you and my colleagues not mentioned in this brief note. We look forward 

to an inspiring and, hopefully, long-remembered conference.  

Professor Zlatko Šabič, Programme Chair 

 

 


