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LERU Doctoral Summer School 2027: Approaching
Climate Change - Different Perspectives and Methods

Dates: 13 June-18 June 2027
Location: Lund University, Sweden

Theme

Climate change is not only a scientific and technological challenge but also a
societal, political and cultural transformation process. Addressing it requires
interdisciplinary perspectives, methodological pluralism and critical reflection on
the role of universities and researchers in shaping sustainable futures.

This Doctoral Summer School explores how different disciplines approach climate
change and sustainability transitions, with particular attention to urban
governance, sustainable consumption, degrowth, energy communities, industrial
transformation and inner—outer dimensions of sustainability. By combining
theoretical reflection, interactive learning formats, games, field visits and panel
discussions, the programme creates space for doctoral researchers to critically
examine assumptions, methods and normative positions embedded in their own
work.

The course is designed as an intellectually challenging and collaborative learning
environment in line with the LERU Doctoral Summer School concept of fostering
creative, critical and autonomous intellectual development

Objectives
The summer school aims to:

1. Facilitate interdisciplinary exchange on climate change and sustainability
transitions across natural sciences, engineering, social sciences and
humanities.

2. Introduce participants to a range of analytical, methodological and
systems-oriented approaches to understanding and addressing climate
change and sustainability transitions

3. Encourage reflection on the wider implications of sustainability
transformations, including technical, social and political dimensions, and
their relevance to participants’ own research.

4. Create lasting networks among doctoral researchers across LERU and CE7
universities.
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Expected Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the summer school, participants will be able to:
e Compare how different disciplines frame and approach complex

challenges related to climate change and sustainability transitions.

e Identify how different analytical, methodological and systems-oriented
approaches can contribute to understanding climate and sustainability
challenges.

e Reflect on the interactions between technical, social and political
dimensions of sustainability transformations and relate these to their own
research

e Relate interdisciplinary perspectives to their own doctoral research and
communicate their research across different academic fields.

Participants who complete the required preparation and attend the full
programme may receive 3 ECTS credits, subject to recognition by their home
institution.

The course corresponds to 3 ECTS credits:
e 1.5 ECTS for active participation during the summer school week

e 1.5 ECTS for preparatory work

Preparation includes:
e Reading 5 selected academic publication or the related popular science

publications (each paper has a related popular science publication and the
participants can choose to read either the academic paper or the popular
science publication)

Participant Requirements
The summer school is open to doctoral researchers from LERU and CE7
universities.
Participants must:
e Be registered doctoral candidates at a LERU or CE7 university.

e Participate in the preparatory work.
e Attend the full programme.

e Actively engage in discussions, group work and field visits.



Provisional Schedule
Sunday 13 June
Arrival and check-in

Monday 14 June - Framing Climate Change Research

Morning:

Welcome and introduction

Interactive group activity linking research themes to urban space
Keynote lecture

Afternoon:

Serious games: participants play and reflect upon 1.5 Degree Game and
Naturescapes

Tuesday 15 June — Action research and stakeholder involvements
Reflection and discussion around mobile research lab approach
Seminar: Action research and stakeholder involvement

Field visit Malmo

Wednesday 16 June Linking Inner and Outer Transformation (will require some
reading as preparation)

Sustainability and climate work have invested substantial effort in addressing the
external dimensions of socio-environmental change, including ecosystemes,
economic systems, governance structures, policies, patterns of social behaviour,
and institutions. Comparatively less attention has been given to the inner
dimensions that shape these external realities—including our individual and
collective beliefs, values, worldviews, and the capacities through which these are
formed and expressed. To address this gap, this session explores how these inner
dimensions interact with technological change, human behaviour, collective
action, and broader societal and systemic processes to support transformation.

Thursday 17 June — Futuring industrial transformations

Participants will jointly explore pathways for industrial decarbonisation and
alternative futures. Drawing on research on industrial transformation and futures
studies, the day will combine interactive discussions in a workshop with a study
visit in the Skane region.

Friday 18 June — Reflection on crossing disciplinary boundaries

Reflective workshop: Crossing disciplinary boundaries: What has changed in how |
see my research?

Participants revisit their own doctoral research in light of the perspectives and
approaches encountered during the week. Through individual reflection,
interdisciplinary group discussion and research mapping, participants consider
what new perspectives have challenged, reinforced or complicated their
understanding of their research problem, methods and assumptions.

Farewell, end by lunchtime.

Venue: Most of the teaching will be held in Lund city centre, in venue AF-borgen.



Core Organising Team

Academic Lead

Professor Jenny Palm

International Institute for Industrial Environmental Economics (IIIEE), Lund
University

Email: jenny.palm@iiiee.lu.se

Co-organiser

Associate Professor Yuliya Voytenko Palgan
IIIEE, Lund University

Email: yuliya.voytenko palgan@iiiee.lu.se

Core Faculty Contributors

Prof Oksana Mont, IlIEE

Dr Vera Sadovska, IIIEE

Dr Jessica Richter, IIIEE

Prof Christine Wamsler, LUCSUS
Associate Prof Jamil Khan, IMES
Prof Max Ahman, IMES

Dr Alexandra Nikoleris, IMES

Administrative coordination will be supported by Lund University’s Division of
Global Engagement (Isabelle Nilsson, leru@global.lu.se).
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